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Have you ever asked yourself the question,
"How do-how can-parents respond to a child
who has rebelled against everything the
parents have sought to teach in their home?"

Roy Zook
(left in photo)

Roy Zook has an infectious smile and an almost
child-like laugh that would brighten the darkest
room. I spoke with him in one of the vacated
offices of the Jacob Engle Foundation's (JEF) old
Wesley Drive location, near Mechanicsburg, Pa. A
retired minister, Rev. Zook has volunteered about
12 hours a week for the last two years at JEF where
his son, Dr. Don Zook, is the Executive Director.

supplement their income. Five years later he returned to the Harrisburg area.
Listening to him relate story after story of his
life and ministry was like listening to my grandfather. By the end of our time together, it was clear
to me how God has provided for Rev. Zook and his
family through the years. He said it was very beneficial for him to look back and see how God has
directed him through every phase of his life.

In addition to raising five children, Roy and his
wife have served in various capacities and locations
Even now, he counts it a privilege to be able to
over the past several decades. Early in their mardo volunteer work. It would be difficult for him to
riage, they worked at the Mt. Carmel Children's
fill a regular job at this time, but now he can be a
Home in Illinois. Returning to Grantham after two
help when and where he is needed. Also, there were
years, Roy eventually earned a license to preach
times when he couldn't give his tithe in cash to the
and taught Sunday school at Messiah Village when
Lord, and he sees this volunteer work as giving
it was still located on Paxton Street in Harrisburg,
back to the Lord what he couldn't always give in
Pa. After becoming ordained, Rev. Zook was asked
the past. Like a hitch horse on a farm, he tries to
to be the Brethren in Christ
adapt to any situation in
pastor at Crossroads Union
which he is needed. EveryChurch in Reeser's Sumone has his own gift, he
J
"Special People" profiles a
mit. After three years of
says, and we can have a
wide variety of Brethren in
service, he moved his famigreat
impact on our world
Christ members of all ages and
ly to Hollidaysburg, where
if we remain faithful to the
from all walks of life.
he took over the responsiLord and work together.
You are invited to submit a
bility of two churches. Durshort article about some "Speing his first year there, he
cial Person" you would like to
was responsible for a total
introduce to Visitor readers.
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1993
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He also taught full-time to
Foundation earlier this year.
person being profiled. If your
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secure a photo for publication
(which will be returned).
Mail your article to
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

Evangelical Visitor

evangelical

VISITOR

T h e official publication of t h e B r e t h r e n i n Christ C h u r c h
September 1993

Brethren In Christ Church
General Church Offices
431 Grantham Road; P.O. Box 290
Grantham, PA 17027-0290
Telephone: (717) 697-2634
FAX Number (717) 697-7714
General Church Officers
Moderator Harvey R. Sider
General Secretary: R. Donald
Shafer
Director of Bishops: John A. Byers
Director of Finance: Harold Chubb

Vol. 106, No. 9

FEATURES
4

When my son comes home

6

"Only then was I able to do
what was truly necessary" Barbara Day

8

Does Jesus live in the
dishwasher? (Part 2) Audie Gaddis

1 1 Tragedy at Lifeline
EVANGELICAL VISITOR
(ISSN 0745-0486) is published
monthly by Evangel Press,
2000 Evangel Way (P.O. Box 166),
Nappanee, IN 46550-0166.
Telephone (219) 773-3164.
FAX number (219) 773-5934
Member of Evangelical Press Association and Meetinghouse, a Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ editors group.
Biblical quotations, unless otherwise
indicated, are from the New International Version.
Editor: Glen A. Pierce
Editorial Assistant: Helen Johns
Circulation: Phyllis Lentz
Mailing Information: All correspondence, manuscripts and subscriptions
should be addressed to the Editor,
Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166,
Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes
of address should include both the old
and new address and the identification
numbers on the first line of the label.
Single Copy Price: $1.00 (U.S.
funds)
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year-$12.00;
2 years-$21.50; 3 years-$30.00;
5 years-$48.00. New and Gift: $10.25
Lifetime: $180.00.
Canadian Subscriptions (in
Canadian funds): 1 year-$14.50;
2 years-$26.50; 3 years-$38.50;
5 years-$60.00. New and Gift: $12.25.
Lifetime: $225.00. (Use U.S. prices if
remitting in U.S. funds.)
Overseas airmail rates available upon
request.
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A.
Copyright © 1993. All rights reserved.

September 1993

Sheron Brunner

12 A day of warm fellowship
14

Nelson and Olivia

Kenneth A. Gibble

Esther Spurrier

Paul Hostetler

20 General Conference
Preliminary Information

Ken Mark

20 General Conference Theme:
Who is my neighbor?
Harvey R. Sider

DEPARTMENTS
2
16
22
23
24
27

Special People
God at work in our world
Church News
E.V. Timelines
Money Matters
Messiah College News

28
29
30
31
31

Readers Respond
Onesimus
Focusing our Mission
Editorial
Pontius'Puddle

NEWS
18
19

Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church hosts
Mennonite World Conference General Council Harvey R. Sider
MWC Council meeting shows
shift away from Western dominance Paul Schrag

When my son
comes home
by Kenneth A. Gibble

My dear friend John,
It seems a long time since we've
seen each other, and on checking my
memory I realize it has been more
than three years since we were last
together at the funeral. I wonder, if
like mine, your hair has steadily
grown thinner in that time. If so, you
probably tell yourself that growing
older has at least one redeeming feature: everybody else is aging at exactly the same rate.
I deeply appreciated your recent
letter. Your guess as to what I am feeling these days was very close to the
mark. Sometimes I think that friends
who live removed from us by time
and space can be more objective in
their understanding. Those who see
me every day tend to get too involved
with their own opinions and feelings
to be helpful, F m afraid.
You said you heard of my son's
leaving only a month ago. Actually,
Marty has been gone for nearly six
months now. In that time I have done
what any father would do, I suppose.
I have asked again and again: why?
Why did he want to get away? Why
couldn't he have joined me in the
business like his older brother? Why
didn't he come and talk with me
about his goals and hopes and fears?
The "why" questions about my son
have been endless; struggling to

answer them has sometimes left me
mentally and emotionally exhausted
and no nearer to having answers than
when he first left.
I will never forget the day Marty
came to me with his request. It was a
fine spring Saturday morning, and I
was in the backyard thoroughly
enjoying the bright sunshine and caring for my roses. I can even remember the particular bush I was dusting
when he came up and stood beside
me. It was a bush that bears the
loveliest pink roses you've ever
seen—roses that were Martha's
favorites.
At first I thought he had come outside just to kill some time, but then I
glanced up and saw his face, and I
knew immediately that something
was wrong. I had been worried about
Marty ever since the last semester
break. When he had been home then,
he just wasn't his old self. He had
spent a lot of time in his room; and
when he came down for meals with
me and Jerry, he seemed to enjoy
picking a fight. I had tried to talk to
him one evening; I thought maybe he
was upset because his grades had
begun slipping, but I got nowhere.
So now as he stood there in the
spring sunshine with that solemn look
on his face, I felt a strange forebodEvangelical Visitor

ing. Marty didn't keep me in suspense
very long.
"I want to leave school, Dad."
I put down the sprayer and stood
up.
"But it's only a month and a half
till the end of the term."
"Dad, you and Mother always said
that when I came of age I could make
choices for myself. Does that still
hold?"
"Well, yes, but...."
"Okay then. I want to leave college, and I want the money you
would have paid for the two years left
to finish my education. And the
money you said belonged to me from
Mother's insurance; I want that too."
He said it all so matter-of-factly,
so precisely, that I knew he must have
rehearsed it for a long time. He stood
there, tensed to counter all my arguments with his own.
So much flashed through my mind.
I thought of reminding him how we
had always planned for Jerry and him
to finish their schooling and then
work in the business till I retired and
it became theirs. I thought of pleading
with him not to jeopardize his good
academic standing by dropping out. I
thought of appealing to the still fresh
sense of loss he felt at his mother's
death—how would she feel? I almost
asked. I thought of asking him where
he wanted to go, what he wanted all
the money for. And then it struck me
that what I really wanted to do was
reach for him and hug him close to
me, just like when he was a little boy
and came crying to me about a goldfish that had died or about his humiliation at striking out three times in a
Little League game. Because I knew
he was crying inside. And I wanted to
tell him that he couldn't leave because he and Jerry were all I had left
now.
But I didn't do any of those things.
I knew deep down that my son had
come to his decision after a great
struggle and that this was something
he had to do. So I told him only that it
would take me a few days to get the
money.
He thanked me. The few days
passed. We said very little during that
time. And then I came home to a note
September 1993

I knew deep down
that my son had
come to his decision
after a great struggle and that this was
something he had to
do. So I told him
only that it would
take me a few days
to get the money.
on the kitchen table that said,
"Thanks, Dad. I'll write when I get
settled."
One of the things you said in your
letter, John, has been especially
meaningful to me. You wrote, "I think
the hardest thing for a parent to do is
to trust the value of his own parenting."
Believe me, my friend, I have gotten advice from some who urge me
not to trust. On the one extreme I
have been told I ought to disown my
son, cast him out of my will and
heart. The advice-givers mean well, I
think. It hurts them to know I suffer
over his absence.
On the other extreme, friends have
said that if I really loved my boy I
would go get him and bring him back
home, by force if necessary.
I could do that. I know where he is
living—in a rough section of New
York City. He has written a few
times—by postcard only, and the
notes have been brief and impersonal.
Last week one of his high school
friends looked him up; and though
Marty told him not to say anything
to me, his friend was so shaken by
what he found that he had to tell me.
It's bad. He lives in filth. His
money is all gone—God alone knows
where it went. He's lost weight and is
into drugs—how deeply I don't know.
Bill—that's his old school friend—
says he looks worse than he's ever
seen him. Whether he has any real

friends or not, I don't know. All Bill
could say was that a few scruffy looking people—male and female—
would drop in from time to time—
eat there, sleep there, and then move
on.
I know I worry about him too
much for my own good. I've even
sensed some tension lately between
my older son and myself. We got to
talking the other evening and he
expressed some of his resentment.
"Dad," he said, "you know I love
Marty. But it really gets me the way
you keep talking about him. You pay
more attention to how you think he
might be feeling than you do to what
I do. Have you even wondered how I
might be handling all this? I'm the
one who has stuck by you, stayed
here and worked for you, and what
thanks do I get? All you talk about is
Marty, Marty, poor lost Marty. What
about your other son, Dad? What
about me?"
He's right, of course. I tried in my
poor way to assure him that he is just
as important to me as Marty, but I
don't think I got through to him.
What a chore it is sometimes just trying to be fair.
You also raised an interesting point
about forgiveness in your letter. And
I have thought much on that subject.
You say, "I wonder if forgiveness is
possible unless the one who has done
wrong does something to earn forgiveness."
It may be you are right. I do know
that I am not sure, even now, if what
my son has done is wrong. One part
of me says, "Oh yes, it is wrong—to
leave as he did, to take all the money
that Martha and I sweated and sacrificed for and just throw it away in a
few months, to live in degradation as
he is and cause me this pain—that is
a terrible thing."
But another part of me says,
"Maybe he had to do all this in order
to be his own man. Maybe the loss of
his mother drove him to it. Maybe
my failures as a father affected him in
such a way that he was pushed in this
direction."
I know I made mistakes, certainly.
All of us do. I have asked God to forcontinued on page 7

Only then
what was

HAYWE YOU ever asked yourself
the question, "How do—how
can—parents respond to a child
who has rebelled against everything the parents have sought to
teach in their home?" I'd like to
share a season from my pilgrimage
during which I found an answer.
Coming from my abused background, I had vowed as a young
mother to protect and provide a
truly Christian home for my family. However, by the time our third
daughter, Martha, had reached adolescence, my husband and I knew
something was going wrong. The
teen scene did not improve the situation. Before reaching her 20th
birthday, she had accumulated a
history of rebellion, alcohol, drugs,
sex, health problems, a broken six-

month marriage, and a newly
formed, live-in relationship
with a man 16 years her senior.
I had become powerless to
help our daughter. Perhaps, I
had even become a hindrance to
her. I knew that I needed help to
sort out and understand my own
thoughts and emotions. My
recourse was to spend great quantities of time alone with the Lord
out of which four basic principles
emerged, paving the pathway for
my own emotional healing and
Martha's future restoration.
God took me back to the Garden
of Eden and our first parents,
Adam and Eve. While in the Garden, this couple was tutored by
God himself. However, outside
Eden they reared humanity's first
murderer. Were Adam and Eve not
good parents? Probably the best
ever. For out of their virgin experience, they could share with their
boys the wonder, purity, and love
of God; the sufficiency and beauty
of Paradise in comparison to the
harshness of a world of perspiration and pain. Surely this would
serve to warn their offspring never
to listen to that deceiver, Satan.
Yet, one step out of Eden, Adam

and Eve failed to communicate the
truths of God in a way that would
impact their children. And I too
had failed—failed, not because I
had sought to be a bad parent, but
failed because I am an offspring of
those first parents. For the first
time, I faced the reality that,
because of the pervasiveness of
sin, even the best of intentions
and efforts do not guarantee right
results.
I continued my journeys to the
world outside Eden. My attention
was drawn to rebellious Cain and
was reminded that, in this fallen
state, except for the restraining
hand of God's grace, each of us is
capable of any deed of evil. It was
hard to realize this of Martha.
Even though I had to deal with
Martha's rebellion and sin, my
mother-heart wanted her innocent—not guilty! All my prayers,
dreams, and aspirations for her
crumbled in the reality of her present lost condition.
In my agony for our daughter, I
remembered Another who had
wept for his children. Jesus, in
Luke 13:34, had cried, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem—my people, my
people. "Oh Barbara, Barbara,"
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When my son
comes home
continued from page 5

was I able to do
truly needed..."
by Barbara Day

whispered the mother-heart of
God, "I have wanted to gather you
under the protection of my wings.
But you have been in such a state!
Have you forgotten my promises
to you?" In focusing on Martha's
open rebellion and sin, I had been
unaware of my quiet, inner opposition to God's will and the reality
of God's Word. Yes, I needed to
see Martha as God saw her, but as
I saw her, I saw myself. / was in
as much need of God's forgiving
work of grace as she.
Through a unique set of circumstances, the Lord showed me
that I was to abandon my efforts
to save Martha; that he was the
Good Shepherd who, alone, possessed the resources necessary to
her restoration and healing. I was
just a sheep, not the Shepherd. In
Martha's world she was not alone;
for watching her every movement
was a loving Father, of whom
Jesus had said, he is not willing
that any of these little ones should
be lost. As / released her into the
care of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, something unexpected happened in my heart. I became free.
No longer did Martha's actions
bind me.

I saw the consequences of the
all-inclusive nature of sin; I saw
Martha as God saw her; I saw my
personal need of God's grace; I
released her into his care. Only
then was I enabled to do what was
truly needed: love her unconditionally—no strings attached.
That was about nine years ago.
The journey home for Martha has
been long and difficult. About
three years ago we learned that
her struggle was rooted in a childhood sexual victimization by a
friend of the family. Since then,
God has marvelously delivered
and healed her from the effects of
those earlier scars, for which we
and she give God great praise. •

Barbara and her husband John, who
pastors the Riverside Chapel Brethren in
Christ Church, live in Ridgeway, Ontario.
For several years Barbara has edited the
denomination's Family Activities Calendar.

give me for my shortcomings, and I
feel that he has.
And I know one thing more—that
my son did not leave home to hurt
me deliberately. I know him well
enough to be positive he could not do
that. He did what he did because he
felt he had to. Knowing that does not
lessen my suffering very much, but
it has allowed me to forgive him.
Yes, my friend, I have already forgiven my son, with all my heart.
Whether he repents or not makes no
difference to my forgiveness. Until
this happened, I could never make
sense of that part of the Scriptures
where Christ is hanging on the cross
and looks down on his tormentors and
says, "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do." None of
them had any intention of repenting
for their action. Yet they were forgiven, whether they knew it or not.
And maybe that's the other side of
the coin. I may forgive my son, but
until he knows and feels that he is
forgiven, he is still lost—lost to me
and lost to himself.
No, I cannot cut him out of my
heart; that would be suicide. Neither
can I go and force him to come home.
All I can do for now is hope and pray
and wait. He knows how I long to
have him return. He knows, I am sure,
how much I love him.
And I can tell you this, my friend.
Should there one day be a familiar
tramp of footsteps on the porch, there
will be no hesitation on my part. I'll
throw open that front door and,
whether he is dirty or smelly or whatever, I will embrace him with all the
pent-up love I've been waiting to
show him. And there will be such a
celebration, you just might hear it out
there on the coast.
Until then, my deepest thanks for
your concern.
Sam

Kenneth Gibble lives in Arlington, Via.
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Helping your family grow spiritually

Our children have a way of asking
questions which we adults often
give little thought to, such as:

Does Jesus
live in
the dishwasher?
(PART

TWO)

by Audie Gaddis

In Part I of his article (in the
August issue), the author concludes
that our children want to live the
reality of the Christian faith. "All we
need to do is invest the time to communicate our faith in a positive way
and they will accept it."
This sounds like a bold statement.
And yes, there are exceptions to every
rule. But I do believe if we do our

The second of a two-part article from How
to Grow a Happy Family, by Audie Gaddis,
published by Evangel Publishing House (Nappanee, IN, © 1989) and available from Christian Light Bookstores. Part One appeared in
the August issue of the Visitor.
8

part, our children will have the proper exposure and information to make
their decision.
It starts with us, Mom and Dad. As
parents, we must answer three important questions: (1) Am I a believer in
Jesus? (2) Am I a follower of Jesus?
(3) Am I a leader for Jesus?
Faith begins at home
Once we take a look at ourselves,
we can take a look at how we enable
our children's spiritual growth. Thousands of years ago, God laid out a
plan to instruct our children in the
faith. When he gave the Law to the
nation of Israel, God gave a specific
plan to insure that each generation
would continue the faith.

These commandments that I
give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get
up. Tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and
on your gates. (Deut. 6:6-9)
We can look at God's pattern here
and apply these words as a plan for
our family.
" . . . Upon your hearts."
One of my college professors once
announced to the class, "Those facts I
Evangelical Visitor

state often will always occur as questions on exams." He was right. If we
didn't heed his call, we would suffer
at exam time. Mom and Dad, let me
say it again: your children must see
the faith in you before you will see it
in them.
"Impress them on your children."
Here, parents are the teachers.
Notice that God didn't say, "Make
sure the pastor, the Sunday school
teacher, the youth worker impresses
them." Are you making a good impression or a bad impression?
A sage once said, "People don't
care how much you know until they
know how much you care." When
your children see that you enjoy their
presence, that you care about their
struggles, that you help them deal
with their questions, they will know
how much you care. Then they will
want to know the source of your love,
Jesus Christ.
"Talk about them when you sit,
walk, lie down, and get up."
Parents have asked me, "What
kind of family devotions do you recommend?"
"Not many," I answer.
Most parents struggle with this
mysterious concept of family devotions. Some parents have told me that
they feel guilty unless they have a
specific time of Bible study or Bible
stories, and prayer with their children
each day. If parents can have daily
devotions, great! But, God tells us to
see the entire day, not just a five- or
ten-minute block, as opportunities to
share the faith with our children.
In this verse, God says every time
and place can become teaching opportunities. You can include prayer,
Bible studies, and Bible stories in the
everyday routine with your children.
When they rise in the morning,
consider a prayer together for the day.
Always make sure at meal times that
your children learn how to say grace.
When they lie down at night you can
pray for the concerns of the day and
the hopes for tomorrow.
Many times, my children and I
take the car to go shopping and have
to find a parking place. As we search,
I ask the children to pray for a parking
Sep timber 1993

spot. It may sound silly, but I use
"parking place prayers" to teach my
children that we can pray for just
about anything, anywhere, at anytime.
When we find a place, we thank God
for his provisions. If God answers our
prayer with a no, we thank him for
giving us strong walking legs.
Children need to realize God's
presence. Help your young people
discover God at every opportunity.
Take a casual walk with your child
through the park or forest and explore
the marvels of God's creation. Take
your child for a walk through a city
street and see the needs among us.
"Tie them as symbols..."
Many Jews take this command literally, attaching religious reminders
to their foreheads and left arms. Perhaps they go a bit too far. But, maybe
we can learn from them.
God knows the power of symbols
and visualization. Educators long ago
realized that we learn through our five
senses—taste, touch, sight, hearing,
and smell. When the Hebrew children
saw God's Law engraved on doorframes, gates, and worn on their bodies, they continually rediscovered
symbols of God's presence. As 20th
century Christians, we too can apply
symbols to teach our children. We can
display in our homes artwork of Bible
passages and stories. We can encourage our children to craft their own
masterpieces of sculpture, paintings,
sketches, creative writing, etc. Our
children should understand that God
has given us art to know his love and
the beauty of his creation.
Likewise, we should give special
attention to music. Music stands as
probably the most powerful teaching

tool of the latter half of this century.
Parents, I can not stress enough the
importance of filling your home with
wholesome Christian music. In most
Christian bookstores, you can purchase quality music for any age level
to help your child grow.
Sara Wenger Shenk's book Why
Not Celebrate! details hundreds of
practical ideas for families to turn
both the average day and holidays
into powerful faith symbols. Invest in
this book and you'll always have
ideas to make God known in every
aspect of life.
A few more principles
In addition to these principles, the
Bible lays out a few more ground
rules for helping our kids grow spiritually.
We must remember that our child's
self-esteem initially lies in our hands.
As parents we have the option to
destroy a child's sense of self-worth
to the point that he or she refuses to
believe anything we say. When we
yell, criticize, and condemn our children, we tell them that they are unacceptable. It's only natural for children
to think that God feels the same way.
Paul says, "Fathers, do not exasperate
(tear down) your children" (Ephesians 6:4, parentheses mine).
We must meet our young people
where they are. Christ came to us
while we were still sinners. He didn't
tell us to improve first. Rather, Christ
came to us with all our struggles.
Mom and Dad, it's important that you
set high standards in the home. Your
children need to see that you aim for
the best in life. However, they also
need to know that you love them just
the way they are. I recommend How
to Really Love Your Child and How to
Really Love Your Teenager, by Dr.
Ross Campbell. In these books, Dr.
Campbell points out the practical
ways we can insure that our kids
know that we love them unconditionally.
Once a parent told me, "I love
Bobby, when he behaves. When he
doesn't behave, I don't love him." It
doesn't surprise me that this child
grew up feeling very insecure.
Also we must be fair and consis-

tent disciplinarians. Our children
want to know that we enforce rules.
Rules protect and give children security. Solomon said, "He who spares
the rod hates his son, but he who
loves him is careful to discipline him"
(Proverbs 13:24). Let's agree that a
loving parent cares enough to say no
and will enforce such a decision with
discipline.
Next, we must coach our children.
We must help our children dream
great dreams. Regardless of their age,
they must see us as the cheerleaders
on the sideline, always reminding
them, "I believe in you." Throughout
any given day, our children face many
blows to their self-esteem. A child
scores a 90 on a test and the teacher
only writes on the exam, "90—messy
handwriting!" With their peers they
often face put-downs. Television
entertains, but rarely encourages.
Paul prayed that his Philippian
friends would choose the best (Philippians 1:9). Notice in this passage,
Paul doesn't ask his friends to pick
the poor, accept the average, or grab
the good. Paul prays that his friends
will discern the best in life. Later he
tells them to think about the best
(Philippians 4:8-9).
I want my children to follow the
best, be the best, do the best, and
think the best. As they follow Jesus,
they follow the best. As they mold
their lives around God's Word, I
know they are the best, and will think
the best thoughts. Then, with the help
of parents cheering them on, we encourage them to reach for the best in
life. When it comes to a marriage
partner, or vocational and ethical
choices, we challenge (not berate
them) them never to settle for second
best.
At age eight, Jason has a goal to
purchase a top of the line computer.
As I write this, he has only nine hundred more dollars to go and he will
have earned enough money to buy his
computer. When he told Mom and
Dad his dream, we didn't scoff. We
knew that all of us need dreams bigger than ourselves. So we encouraged
him to set up a savings account. He
started selling greeting cards door-todoor. He studies computer brochures
10

One more thing,
Mom and Dad-read
to your children.
Help your child
discover the joy
of books.
as a way to visualize the possibilities.
He puts away a portion of his weekly
allowance. He does odd jobs for relatives to earn extra money. At his pace
he'll probably be the only third grader in his school who has purchased
an IBM 20-megabyte computer system with his own money.
Then, it's a team effort. In the
Bible, we see that both Mom and Dad
share in the spiritual nurture of the
children. Far too many husbands
leave this task to the wives. Dads, get
off the bench and play the game. Let
your children see that you care
enough to get involved.
If you're a single parent, remember
that God is a father to the fatherless
(Psalm 68:5). Naturally, the job is
tougher. But I believe and have seen
that when a single parent allows God
to co-parent, the children grow to love
God as any other child in a two parent
home. Single Mom or Dad, don't use
your situation as an excuse. Use it as
an opportunity for God to prove himself!
I believe that the most exciting
ministry in any church is the Sunday
school. Get involved to make the
Sunday school of your church the
best it can be. Teach classes or contribute money (yes, you read me
right) to help the other teachers get
quality training and materials. Pray
for Sunday school teachers regularly. Send them encouraging notes, and
occasionally take them out for an
appreciation dinner. Remember, they
give of their time (and often money)
to help your children grow spiritually.
What are you doing to return the
favor?
In addition, one primary reason our
children grow up and become "pew

sitters" at church, doing little to serve
God and others, is that we have succeeded in our training. From day one,
we have conditioned them to sit still
and be quiet at church. No wonder
that after 18 to 20 years they choose
not to get involved. We trained them
to "say no." Instead, find ways at
church that you and your children can
serve together. Clean the building,
join the choir, do community ministries, anything to help your children
see that church means activity.
One more thing, Mom and Dad—
read to your children. Help your child
discover the joy of books. Read
Christian books, classics, Reader's
Digest stories, other magazine articles. Don't let your child exchange
the world of reading for the wasteland of television. Make sure you
know what television programs your
child watches. Limit their viewing
time. During the summer when the
kids are off school we have a simple
TV rule, "For every half-hour program you watch, you must also read
for one half hour." Of course, if you
read as a parent your children will
want to read as well.
And don't forget...
I can never emphasize this too
much. Parents, love your children. Let
God's love flow into you and through
you to your children. Always remember:
Unless the Lord builds the house,
its builders labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the
city,
the watchmen stand guard in
vain,
Sons are a heritage from the Lord,
children a reward from him.
Blessed is the man
whose quiver is full of them.
(Psalm 127:1, 3, 5)
However many arrows in your
quiver, take care of them.
We can encourage the spiritual
growth of our children when we
advance spiritually as well. We must
first check our own spiritual condition and then use our daily lifestyle to
help our children grow in faith.
•
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San Francisco. California

Tragedy at
Lifeline
by Sheron Brunner
This article is compelled by my desire to communicate
to you directly about the recent tragedy at Lifeline. You
already may have heard, but it is still important to me to
be able to share this with you in a heartfelt, personal way.
On June 18th one of our residents was shot and killed
as she was about to enter our building. She was murdered by her batterer, the father of her two-year-old. I
want to tell you just a little about her.
She was a wonderful example of what our work is
about. She came to us six months previously from another shelter. She had made a commitment to God, to herself,
and for her children to find the strength and help to leave
her very abusive situation. When she moved into Lifeline
she mostly trusted our opinion of her ability to make it on
her own. Later she told me, "Now I know I can do it.
Thank you for helping me understand this."
She was caring, gentle, peace-making, fun-loving, and
truly a spiritual Christian. She was a good mother to her
twelve- and two-year-old sons. While at Lifeline she fully
participated in the services we provided and was a supportive, caring friend to the other Lifeline members and
their children. Her success was a glowing encouragement
to the other women.
While at Lifeline she enrolled at Southwest Community College to complete her nursing certificate. She
received her certificate the end of May and immediately
began work in her new profession. On the morning of her
death she took time on her break to call Lifeline. She just
wanted to tell us how very happy she was. It was the end
of her second week as a hospice nurse.
Her death brought what felt like a tidal wave of loss to
our household. The selfish act of one person brought so
much sorrow and pain to so many people and orphaned
two children. The twelve-year-old begged and cried,
"Please let me stay here at home. I just want to be at
home."
Both of the children are now in the care of family. We
know they are loved and provided for, but their future is
uncertain. They are not together and are now in different
parts of the state. In the action of only a few moments
those boys lost their mother, their home, and the extended family and loving support of the many people they
loved at Lifeline. On top of all of that, they may have lost
the privilege of growing up together.
My own sorrow is compounded by the realization that
she had worked so hard to find the inner strength and
courage to leave her batterer. She did everything possible
to protect herself and her children from this violent person. She had successfully brought an end to a destructive
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relationship. She stayed away from the batterer and had a
restraining order against him approaching her. She had put
her life back together against incredible odds.
She was as successful as any woman who has been a
part of our program and was ready to graduate into independent living. She will forever have a positive influence on each of us who knew her. We loved her and we
miss her. This tragedy has also brought to me an added
measure of commitment to similar women in the future of
our work. I thank God for having allowed me to know and
assist this courageous woman in her struggle and effort to
keep her family safe and together.
This event has also brought added burdens to Lifeline. We need to increase security measures to decrease
our vulnerability. Some clearly defined ways to do that
would include the installation of bullet-proof windows in
the front offices that face the street. It is also imperative
to increase our staff. We frequently have times when there
are only volunteers working. It is important that someone
trained in crisis management be on duty at all times.
Nationally, one half of all homelessness for women and
children is caused by domestic violence. In fact, a woman
is battered every 15 seconds and more women are killed
in our country by their partners than by heart attacks,
cancer, or car accidents. My own heart is appalled by
this information and I am asking for the church's heart to
be appalled as well.
The existing program at Lifeline has been in operation
a little over four years. We have proven ourselves to be
one of the most successful programs in the city of San
Francisco. In addition to being able to shelter up to 34
people, we also provide spiritual counseling, Bible school,
job and career counseling, budget counseling, conflict
resolution, as well as help with goal setting, finding
affordable housing, day care and educational opportunities. The average length of stay in our program is about
five months, and 95 percent of the families have gone
back into independent living rather than to other shelters
or to the street. We are further serving our community
through the Emergency Food Box Program which enables
us to channel enough food for about 40,000 meals a year
to families in need in San Francisco.
Cooperative Ministries provides 18 percent of our
monthly budget. The rest of our income is provided by a
committed few who are interested in maintaining a Brethren in Christ inner city work in San Francisco. Numerous
times each year we experience serious cash flow problems. We desperately need to increase our monthly support to more securely meet our current needs, as well as
the increasing needs of our community. I ask you to very
seriously consider becoming a supporter to Lifeline, if you
have not already done so. I also ask you to check with
your church and Sunday school about the possibility of
supporting us. Please help us meet the mandate given us
in Matthew 25:35-40.
Sheron Brunner is director of Lifeline Ministries, 422 Guerrero
St., San Francisco, CA 94110.
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Members of the Historical Society
gathering at the Jacob Engle house
(at left) in the afternoon. The house
is under extensive repair.

A day of warm fellowship
by Esther Spurrier

It has been said that hardship
often works to bring people together. If that is true, then the intense
heat and high humidity may have
been helpful factors rather than
deterrents as more than 300 people
gathered on Saturday, July 11, in
the Elizabethtown United Zion
Church to begin the annual meeting
of the Brethren in Christ Historical
Society.
This meeting was something of a
landmark occurrence, as it brought
together for the first time in many
years members of the three groups
which constituted the original River
Brethren in the late 18th and early
19th centuries: Brethren in Christ,
United Zion, and Old Order River
Brethren. After a morning devotional and singing, including some
Eating the evening meal on the lawn of the Samuel old German choruses, Brethren in
Christ historian and archivist, E.
Conley family (Old Order River Brethren).
12
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Evening meeting in the
Samuel Conley barn.
Myron Dietz (Old Order
River Brethren) is speaking. To his left, facing
the audience, are the
bishops—David Sauder
(Old Order River Brethren), Luke Showalter
(United Zion Church),
and partially hidden,
John Hawbaker (Brethren in Christ).

Morris Sider, spoke on the common heritage of the three groups
and the developments which led to
their parting.
It seems that Matthias Brinser's
congregation of River Brethren
sensed a need and built a meeting
house, a move that was considered
worldly by the majority of the
body. The Brethren agonized for a
long time—some say as long as
two years—about what to do in
response. They finally decided that
the Brinserites must be excommunicated, which they were in the
1850s. However, there existed a
conservative group of Brethren
who felt it had taken the body far
too long to decide to discipline the
erring Brinserites, and this group
broke away soon after, perhaps
later in the same year, to form the
Old Order River Brethren, or Yorkers, as they are sometimes known.
Of course we know that it was not
too long after this watershed event
that the Brethren in Christ began to
build meeting houses—and it
seems to some that we have been
building ever since!
One member from each of the
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three groups then spoke on the life
of his or her group today—Don
Martzall for the United Zion
Church, Stephen Scott for the Old
Order River Brethren, and Esther
Spurrier for the Brethren in Christ.
The different paths taken by each
group have markedly influenced
the character and growth of each
body, but the concerns remain similar: how can we be faithful to God
and his Word, follow the way of
Jesus in obedience and discipleship, reach out to those around us
and pass the heritage on to the next
generation? The Brethren in Christ
undoubtedly chose the path which
led to growth, but we continue to
evaluate the influences and face
the challenges of pluralism and
diversity within our denomination.
It was easy to pick out the Old
Order River Brethren on that meeting day; their appearance and dress
were distinctive. I was challenged
to reflect on my own life. What is
it that marks me as a follower of
God, that makes it apparent to others that I owe primary allegiance
not to this world but to another
King?

After fellowship around packed
lunches in the church basement,
John Engle for the Brethren in
Christ, Myron Deitz for the Old
Order River Brethren and Brinser
Hiestand of the United Zion gave
an overview of the places we
would be visiting on the heritage
bus tour. Interspersed with stops at
sites such as the farm of founding
father Jacob ("Yokeli"—rhymes
with broccoli) Engle, the site of the
original Brinser meeting house, the
graveyards where various of our
forebears were laid to rest, was
much warm fellowship as we chatted informally with our brothers
and sisters, taking this opportunity
to learn all we could about each
other. The church bus did not have
the capacity to hold all the participants, so many had to go in their
own cars. Though these caravaners
had the comfort of air conditioning, we who sweated on the bus
were the richer for our proximity
to each other and to our tour
guides. Have these historian brothers passed on their wealth of oral
history to ones of my generation? I
continued on page 17
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NELSON

©Lfl¥DA
by Paul Hostetler
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"highway" from the Sikalongo Mission to Choma, the nearest town, is 40 kilometers
(24 miles) long. What with mud holes, rocks,
"washboards," and washouts, it seems double that distance. To say it another way, "It's not an easy road."
I avoided the bone-jarring, teeth-rattling trip to
Choma like the plague, going only once during the six
weeks my wife Lela and I served at Sikalongo. That
journey marked the beginning of an intriguing series of
events.
Chet Sollenberger was the superintendent of the
USAID (United States Agency for International Development) building project at the Sikalongo hospital. One
morning he asked me to accompany him to Choma to get
a truckload of lumber and other supplies. By about 3:00
p.m. ("15 hours" in Zambia), the lorry (truck) was loaded to very near its weight capacity.
Chet parked it at the Brethren in Christ Bookstore in
the main part of town. As usual, many people were gathered outside the store, waiting for rides to various destinations. Some of them had been promised "transport"
back to Sikalongo with us. They began to climb onto the
truck while Chet and I went to nearby stores for a few
last-minute purchases. When we returned, a large number of additional Zambians had clambered to the top of
the load.
"What are you doing up there?" challenged Chet.
HE ZAMBIAN
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"Can't you see this lorry is overloaded?" And so,
although he was very sorry to do so, he insisted that all
who had not been promised rides get off the truck.
After a young family with four children and their
belongings were back on the street, someone introduced
the couple to Chet. They were Nelson and Olivia
Mallawu, and they were headed for Sikalongo Bible
Institute (SBI). Nelson was registered there for his first
year of studies in preparation for the ministry. When
Chet learned this, he allowed them to climb back on
board again.
We bumped and clattered our way back to the mission. After everyone was safely off the truck, Nelson and
Olivia discovered that one of their large cartons was
missing. Somehow a thief had taken it during the confusion of getting the people and parcels off the load in
Choma.
The box had contained all their pots, pans, cutlery,
and dishes—everything they used to prepare and eat
their meals. The young parents were in obvious distress;
they had no money to purchase replacements. A comparable loss by a North American low-income family
would be that theft of everything in their kitchen, including all large and small appliances.
As we pondered this great misfortune the next day,
Lela and I decided to give Nelson and Olivia enough
money to buy new utensils. When Chet and Millie SolEvangelical Visitor

lenberger heard about it, they helped with half the costs.
Nelson and Olivia were profuse in expressing their
appreciation. Whenever our paths crossed in the days
following, they always voiced their gratitude, stating
they wished they could do something for us in return. At
the end of our six-week stint at Sikalongo, Lela and I
moved on to serve at the Macha Mission and gradually
forgot about the incident.
Upon completion of the first three-month term at SBI,
Nelson and his family returned to their home for the onemonth holiday between terms. It turned out that their village was in the Macha vicinity.
On a Saturday afternoon a few weeks before we were
scheduled to leave Macha, someone rang our doorbell.
When I opened the door, there stood Nelson and Olivia,
beaming with delight. We chatted in our living room (not
easy because Olivia couldn't speak English), and they
revealed the purpose of their visit. It was to thank us
again and to invite us to their village so that they could
give us a live chicken and some vegetables.
I protested because in the course of our conversation
we had discovered they didn't have enough money for
their next three-month term. "You can't afford to give us
so much," I objected.
"Ah," smiled Nelson, "but we can afford to give these
gifts to you—because we own them!" Olivia nodded
eagerly. What could we say?
We finally agreed to visit their village on the last Sunday afternoon of our stay at Macha. But, having learned
about Zambian hospitality, we stipulated that we could
not stay for a meal; we had already accepted an invitation for that evening from another Zambian family. With
that, Nelson and Olivia happily departed to walk back to
their home.

T

HE DISTANCE to

their village, Nelson had stated,
was about three kilometers (1.8 miles). "And you
can ask for directions from fellow Zambians
working at the Macha Hospital." But we discovered that
was not easy. Several people said they could find their
way there, but would not be able to give us directions.
That seemed strange since the distance was only three
kilometers. Nelson finally offered to walk to Macha and
show us the way.
I was reluctant to drive because of road conditions.
Winnie Worman, one of the missionaries at Macha,
offered to serve as our chauffeur. She did a great job at
the wheel, attacking one water hole so vigorously that
mud spattered our windshield!
We started out around midafternoon, and it soon
became evident that the trip would be farther than predicted. Winnie commented that a good rule of thumb
was to multiply the distances estimated by Zambians by
three. After we had traveled more than six kilometers,
with the road gradually narrowing to a pathway, Nelson
said we should stop and walk the remaining distance. "It
isn't very far," he assured us.
Our group walked another kilometer and came to a
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small "river." It was nearly eight feet wide and about
four inches deep. Stepping stones had been placed in the
stream for people wearing shoes. With Nelson helping
us, we managed to cross without slipping off the rocks,
only to face a steep sand bank which we climbed with
great difficulty.
We continued in single-file toward the village "just a
short distance away." In fact, we plodded another two
kilometers, with repeated assurances that the group of
huts we were seeking would soon be in sight. As it
turned out, Winnie Worman's suggestion to multiply the
estimated distance by three (3x3=9) was very close to
being correct. It seemed, we thought, more logical for
Zambians to overestimate distances since they usually
walk, even to faraway places.
When we finally arrived at our destination, we were
welcomed by Olivia, the four children, Nelson's father,
and numerous other children and adults. What a wonderful visit we had as we basked in the African sunshine of
their friendliness and love.
To our consternation, however, we noticed that a meal
was in the making, over an open fire. It seemed that they
had "forgotten" our arrangement. But they wanted to
serve us so very much that we could not graciously
decline. We mentioned our evening meal plans and
asked them to be understanding when we took only
small portions of the bountiful food.
By this time it was almost 5:00 p.m. and time to leave
for our six o'clock dinner appointment. The hen they had
selected for us did not seem willing to "enter the ministry." After a wild and hilarious chase, the family finally
captured her in the bushes. Then they proudly came forward with the protesting chicken and three pumpkins—
one a very large one. And finally, Nelson's father gave
us a large stem of bananas.
"How will we ever carry all this food?" we wondered.
Nelson and Olivia smiled: "No problem, we will walk to
the van with you!" And they did, carrying almost everything themselves.
When we arrived back at our vehicle, Nelson said,
"Up to now we have called you Paul and Lela; from now
on we will always call you our brother and sister!" It was
a golden moment.
I suspect that for the rest of our lives, every time we
find it difficult to give more to church ministries, the
words of our earnest Zambian brother and sister will
echo across the waters: "Ah, but we can afford to give
these gifts . . . because we own them."

Lela and Paul served at Sikalongo Mission for six weeks. This was
the first part of a four-month Voluntary Service assignment in Zambia
under Brethren in Christ World Missions, from mid-January through
mid-May. They also served at Macha and Nahumba. Most of Paul's
work involved constructing or repairing hospital and kitchen cabinets, and Lela had various secretarial responsibilities.
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od aP work in our world
Retreat '93
Lois Jean Sider—Sikalongo, Zambia
Once more the Baptist Campgrounds
in Gweru, Zimbabwe, provided a relaxing
setting for the Zimbabwe/Zambia/Malawi
Missionary Retreat, April 22-25. As we
arrived on Thursday afternoon, it was a
joy to see friends whom we hadn't seen
since last year's retreat, as well as those
who were here for the first time. Originality and creativity were shown as
everyone made a personalized nametag in
preparation for the evening's getacquainted and fellowship session.
In our days together there was time
and space for early morning walks, afternoon volleyball, evening table games,
chatting at the meal table or between sessions.
We are grateful to Don Shafer for
challenging us to think about the meaning

of "spirituality" and the practical implications of putting it into our daily lives.
Marlene endeared herself to us in many
ways, such as adopting new grandchildren to love and generously sharing with
us her delicious homemade chocolate.
Chris Newcomer and Winnie Worman,
who shared with us in morning devotions,
gave us new insights and fresh challenges.
The Friday evening "talent night"
showed us the humorous side of many of
our fellow workers, giving great enjoyment and hearty laughter. The Saturday
evening panel and resulting discussion
raised some pertinent questions and
caused us to evaluate our own work and
witness.
On Sunday morning, communion took
on a fresh meaning as Phil Byers gave
an idea of the Yao understanding of the
suffering and death of Jesus. Praising the

ANNOUNCING

Latin/American Evangelical
Ministry Team
Age requirement:

Minimum age 17 through college

Qualifications:

Musical ability/interest
Drama ability/interest

When: Summer 1994
Approximate

duration of trip: Six weeks

Sponsors: Brethren in Christ World Missions
Kingdom Building Ministries
The team will consist of 8 North Americans,
3 Colombians, and 3 Venezuelans
For more information,
contact:
Monique Tute
P.O. Box 60055
Oakville, Ontario, Canada L6M 3H2
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Lord in song, sharing our praises and
prayer requests, uniting in prayer for each
other brought our final session to a close.
We thank God for the challenge and
blessing of our days together.

Evangelistic teams
are the key
Jose Leon Herrera—Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Many missionaries have asked me
how 23 Brethren in Christ churches have
been planted here in four years. I reply
that not only has God called me to do
this work, he has also given me the means
to do the work. He has enabled me to
entrust to faithful men the work of the
ministry. These men are equally gifted
by God's Holy Spirit to continue the
work in each place.
God has raised up musicians in every
church. Teams are formed to go out to
surrounding towns and villages, spreading the gospel through music. You can
walk through these villages later and hear
little children singing the songs and choruses they have learned. Musical teams
help the new churches. They walk down
the streets with portable megaphones
announcing services and playing gospel
music. Crowds of people gather to listen.
These teams encourage local believers
with their testimonies and witness.
I also thank the Lord for giving me an
old 1968 Toyota Crown in which to travel and to transport the evangelistic teams.
Without this car it would be difficult to
visit and encourage the more than 500
members of these churches. Brethren,
pray for us.

Easter for Montalban
Rebecca Garver—Caracas, Venezuela
I was so interested to read Winnie
Brubaker's article in the April Visitor,
"Counting the days till Easter." I did
something very similar with my Sunday
school class of six- through eight-yearolds for Easter, and the kids loved it. Not
only did we have a wonderful time studying Easter in class, but we finished the
project the week before Easter. During
Easter week the children carried their
dozen eggs full of the symbols of Easter
to their family and friends, telling them
the marvelous reason we celebrate Easter.
The mothers of these children were excited to tell me about the many people their
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children had talked to and expressed great
appreciation that I would take the effort to
show so much love and care to their children. I took that as my "golden" (in other
words, prepared by God) opportunity to
explain that now the children and parents
need to invite their family members and
friends to come and join us in Sunday
school so more people can learn and
enjoy the teachings of the Bible.

Last conversation
John Sider—Port Rowan, Ontario
Several hours before Flight 109 left
Mexico City for Toronto, Ram6n and
Esther stopped by to give their final
farewell and to say, "We have some questions we'd like to ask you." The answers
to those questions became our personal
testimony of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. What a privilege to leave a testimony
as part of our last conversation with these
English students who had become increasingly interested in Bible study.
In a very recent letter, Esther thanked
us again for the contribution our lives had
made to them. Not yet married, they have
high moral standards and values combined with a desire to serve the needy of
Mexico City after they have completed
their education. Please help us pray that
the testimony and the Bible studies will
bring Ramon and Esther to experience a
personal faith in Jesus Christ.

Good news from
"back home"
Mint Stern—Philadelphia

I-Chun Cho said "yes" to the claims of
Christ on her life in May of 1992. As her
host family, Pete and I were privileged to
accompany her husband, El-Kang, to her
graduation at University of Pennsylvania
when she received a Master's degree in
oncology nursing. During El-Kang's
short visit to the States, he reasoned that
it must be more necessary to be a Christian here than back home in Taiwan. He
must have noticed that his wife's valued
friends were caring Christians. They left
together in August to return to Taiwan.
Some months later I-Chun phoned to
say that God had gone before her, supplying supportive Christians—even employment in a Christian hospital—and
that she was pregnant.
A few weeks ago a phone call brought
news of two births: their baby boy's
arrival and El-Kang's conversion. Thank
you for praying. Now please join them in
praying for both sets of parents, who
don't understand their children's choices
and values.
•
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A day of warm fellowship...
was amazed to hear them rattle
off names, dates, and places of
our heritage as if they have an
ongoing relationship with them!
As afternoon turned to
evening, we gathered at the farm
of Old Order brother Samuel
Conley. More people arrived to
participate in the evening's activities; more than 450 enjoyed the
gracious and generous hospitality
of the Old Order women and
girls who served supper on the
lawn around the farmhouse.
Grace for the meal was given in
three ways: raising "Be Present
at Our Table Lord" in song, a
spoken prayer of blessing before
we started eating, and another
prayer of thanksgiving after the
meal was finished. The lined
singing (in which one man sings
a line of the hymn and the group
responds by singing that line in
slow, rhythmic cadence, proceeding in like manner through all the
lines) was a new experience for
many. The lyrical melodies may
have been difficult to follow, but
the experience will be impossible
to forget!
The gathering in the bam
afterward, with Lane Hostetter,
president of the Historical Society, serving as chair, was far too
brief to be characteristic of a real
Old Order meeting. But the atmosphere and elements gave us a
taste: more lined singing, testimonies representative of the typical "experience" meeting, kneeling for prayer. In place of the sermons, a bishop from each group
(David Sauder for the Old Order
River Brethren, John Hawbaker
for the Brethren in Christ, and
Luke Showalter for the United
Zion Church) articulated his
vision for the future of his group,
adding to the inspiration and
challenge of the day. As the cars
drove off into the relative cool of
the night, I was grateful for the
vision of the planning committee

continued from page 13

in bringing us together for this
day of increased understanding
and warm fellowship.
I had been somewhat surprised when two of my friends had
expressed interest in accompanying me to this meeting. These are
busy women, new to the Brethren in Christ but with many questions both about where we have
come from and where we are
going as a denomination. Could
such "non-ethnic outsiders" appreciate a day filled with celebration of heritage and tradition?
Their enthusiastic response to the
total experience surpassed all of
our hopes for this day together:
their expression of gratitude for
having been a part of such a momentous event in the coming
together of separated groups after
so many years; their amazement
at the ability of participants to
trace a godly heritage back so
many generations; their appreciation of the non-defensive expression and explanation of obedience in dress and lifestyle issues.
Just as in the 1930s and 1940s,
when new converts eagerly put
on plain clothing as an unmistakable badge of separation from the
world, perhaps some who come
into the fellowship of the Brethren in Christ today have a greater
appreciation for its distinctives,
for its heritage, than many who
have grown up in the denomination.
Early in the day, Morris Sider
had commented that the common
heritage of the three groups leads
us to a concern to be right both
with God and with people. The
Historical Society planning committee is to be commended for
giving many of us the opportunity to be lighter than we were
before with brothers and sisters
with whom we were once one
and who now walk the path of
obedience in different ways.
•
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Zimbabwe
Brethren in
Christ host
MWC General
Council
.by Harvey R. Sider

A young men's group from the Lobengula church sings at one of the evening programs.

On July 13-22, 1993, Brethren in
Christ and Mennonites from all continents of the world descended on Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Never will we forget
the dynamic leadership and well-tuned
organization as Brethren in Christ of the
Bulawayo and surrounding churches
hosted the Mennonite World Conference
(MWC) General Council. Coordinating
transportation, serving well over 2,500
meals and lodging people in Youngways
Hostel, the Seventh Day Adventist Centre
and private homes were major assignments, all of which were well executed.
For eight days our Zimbabwe brothers
and sisters worked long and hard to meet
the needs of 110 Brethren in Christ and
Mennonites from 38 countries. We came
together to work, worship and fellowship.
Work-The delegates focused on two

major areas. A primary reason for our
gathering was to finalize the location and
then prepare for "Assembly XIII"
(MWC) in Calcutta, India, January 7-12,
1997. [A follow-up article will appear in
a later issue of the Visitor.] Second, we
wrestled with being Anabaptists within
the cultural context of our divergent environments. Issues like the funding of the
MWC, contextualization of the gospel,
responding to Islam's aggressive evangelism, the role of women in ministry,
and the values and problems of interdependence/mutuality stimulated vigorous
dialogue.
Worship-7he highlight of our morning and evening sessions was the tremendous music ministry. The enthusiasm of
the song leader was contagious. The
Brethren in Christ groups from the Bui-

awayo churches, as well as the Ekuphileni
Bible Institute choir of 25 voices, were
creative and dynamic, powerfully presenting both Western and native songs.
Worship on Sunday in at least 10 different Brethren in Christ churches opened
opportunities for contact with several
thousand Zimbabwean Christians. Attendance at the Lobengula Church consistently averages well over 1,000 each Sunday.
Fellowship-The building of new relationships was integral to our being together. In spite of language accents, the tea
breaks and mealtimes became significant
points of contact. Added to this was the
opportunity on Saturday for groups to
interact while visiting Victoria Falls or
the Matopos in a bus or vans. Our concluding meal took the form of a "love
feast," culminating with people reminding each other, "See you in India—'97."
Harvey R. Sider is Moderator of the Brethren in Christ Church in North America.

YOUthQuest '93:
Dec. 27-30, 1993
Tamiment Resort and Conference Center, Tamiment, Pa
Featured Speaker: Tim Elmore, Kingdom Building Ministries
Concert by David Meece
If registered by Nov. 15, 1993
Cost: $190 per person ($215 Canadian)
Includes lodging, meals, tax, and gratuity
Cost after Nov. 15: $200 ($225 Canadian)
Check with your pastor or youth leader for registration materials
This denominational event is sponsored by the General Conference Board for Congregational Life
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It is time to move beyond old styles of
mission work that perpetuate dependence,
Krisetya said.
"Churches which are the offspring of
the work of missions are often left feeling
inferior, unable to meet the standards set
by their parents," he said. Now these formerly subordinate peoples must be freed
to work as equals in mission. Relationships in the world church will no longer
be like those between the conqueror and
the defeated, Krisetya said.
"The 21st-century mission work will
be on a church-to-church basis," he said.
"Mission in the 21st century will not
depend on the presence of Western missionaries."
In the summary statement approved
by delegates, a section on interdependence said: "Interdependence happens
when people learn to give as well as
receive, to receive as well as give."
Delegates also discussed ideas for
MWC's future, heard reports about
MWC activities such as conversations
that were held in recent years with the
Baptist World Alliance and the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches, and
decided to change Mennonite World Fellowship Sunday from Pentecost to the
fourth Sunday in January.
•

MWC Council meeting shows shift
away from Western dominance
by Paul Schrag, for Meetinghouse
The words "Mennonite World Conference" bring visions of big crowds at
football stadiums every six years or so.
But a much smaller meeting, held
every three years, is just as important to
MWC's purpose of building relationships
between Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ worldwide. It's called the MWC
General Council. You might call it a
miniature world conference for church
leaders.
The 120 people—including 65 official delegates from 38 countries—who
met July 13-21 measured the impact of
their meeting not in numbers but in the
strength that grows in uniting behind a
common goal: leading the Anabaptist
people in greater faithfulness to Christ.
The council spent a week building that
unity through telling stories of joy and
sorrow, discussing problems and issues
that cross national boundaries, worshiping, listening to African music and even
making a few decisions. The gathering
strengthened participants' belief that
Anabaptists around the world need to
draw closer together, learn from one
another and depend on each other.
MWC executive secretary Larry
Miller described the emerging vision for
interdependent world fellowship. "After
Winnipeg [the 1990 assembly], we realized we were entering into a new period
in MWC history, because we had a sense
that the world church was changing, particularly in a shift away from dominance
of the West," he said.
Summary Statement
Delegates approved a statement on
"Being Anabaptist Christians Today" that
summarized key ideas from their meeting. Among them were:
• MWC churches should share spiritual gifts and resources as equals among
equals.
• Being Anabaptists means being
brave enough to suffer for our faith.
• Anabaptists should encourage and
train women in church leadership while
recognizing that disagreement exists
about ordaining women.
• Challenges for Anabaptist identity
vary in different cultures, forcing churches to confront complex issues of contextualizing the faith.
September 1993

Part of the complexity of contextualization is its relationship to the problem
of syncretism, which means the mixing of
Christian and non-Christian beliefs and
practices.
Stephen Ndlovu, former Brethren in
Christ bishop of Zimbabwe, spoke on the
threat of syncretism. He said the danger
was particularly present in Africa but
exists everywhere. "The desire to make
Christianity truly African has not been
matched by the desire not to tamper with
the inspired, inerrant Word of God," he
said. "To stand for the uniqueness of
Christ will not be popular. The challenge
is to make Christianity culturally relevant
while holding fast to its ever-abiding
message."
Being interdependent
The call for interdependence was
expressed most fully in a speech written
by Mesach Krisetya of Indonesia. The
paper was read to delegates in Krisetya's
absence after he went home early due to
his mother's death.

Understanding the effects of the missions
experience on missionary kids (MKs)
October
Hershey

29, 1993
Brethren

-

7:00p.m.

in Christ

Church

9 9 South Valley Road
Hershey, Pa.
(From Route 743 between Hershey and
Elizabethtown,
turn onto Church Road, then left on Valley Road)
Speaker
David Pollock, Executive Director, Interaction, Inc.
(well-known resource person on third-culture/missionary kids)
Planned by an ad hoc planning committee:
Harriet Sider Bicksler, Brethren in Christ MK
Anne F. Chamberlain, mental health counselor
Anita Musser Culp, Brethren in Christ MK

For more information
call Anita Musser Culp, 717-652-6657
A freewill offering will be taken to help cover expenses.
The planning committe wishes to acknowledge the valuable assistance given by
the late Beth Frey, former Brethren in Christ missionary andMK.

19

General Conference
Preliminary Information
by Ken Mark, Convention Director
This advance information is being provided to assist people who like to
lay their plans well in advance, and also help those responsible for 1994 congregational and denominational budget planning.
General Conference will convene at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa., on
Saturday, July 2,1994, at 10:00 a.m. Registration times after arrival will be
on Friday, from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on Saturday morning from 8:00-9:30
a.m.
The business sessions are scheduled to conclude at noon on Thursday,
July 5. An afternoon session will be called if necessary.
The Board for Stewardship Services has scheduled a pre-conference
event beginning on Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m., June 30, and running
through Friday evening, July 1. Full information will be in the Evangelical
Visitor no later than January 1994. Lodging and meal provisions will be
included on the same registration form as for General Conference. For more
information contact Ed Rickman.
Registration forms for General Conference will be in the January 1994
Evangelical Visitor. Please do not attempt to register before that time.
Lodging Rates: two single beds in each room, per person, per night (all
charges at Conference in U.S. dollars): Non-air conditioned dorm, adults,
$12.00; ages 13-19, $9.00, ages 5-12, $6.00; 4 and under, free. Air conditioned dorm, adults, $14.50; ages 13-19, $11.00; ages 5-12, $7.25; 4 and
under, free. Air conditioned apartment (for 2 or four persons), adult, $17.00;
ages 13-19, $12.75; ages 5-12, $8.50; 4 and under, free. Children ages 5-12
sleeping on the floor, provided the room is fully occupied (no linens provided), no charge. Children ages 13-19 sleeping on the floor, provided the
room is fully occupied, (no linens provided), $5.00. Beds will be available
from Wednesday evening, June 29, through Thursday evening, July 5.
Camping units (no tents) will be accommodated on a paved parking lot
very close to bathrooms and showers. No hook ups available. The charge per
night is $9.00.
Excellent meals will be served in the dining room. A snack bar is also
available. Some fast-food places are a few miles from the campus. The
price for package meal (minimum 15 consecutive meals): $16.50 per day;
children 5-12, half price, 4 and under, free. No refunds on package plan
meals. Individual tickets may be purchased after arrival. The individual
meal tickets will be approximately 10 percent more than in the package meal
plan. The first meal will be available at breakfast on Thursday, June 30, and
the final meal will be breakfast on Friday, July 6.
Airport transportation: You are strongly urged to arrive at the Harrisburg International Airport. Arrangements are being made for transportation
to and from the Harrisburg airport only. You will need to arrange your own
public transportation from all other airports.
A registration fee will be charged for everyone 18 years and over attending day sessions at General Conference. The amount is $22.50, or $8.00 a
day, whichever is less. No registration fee for those attending evening sessions only.
Daily activities for children and youth will be provided. Registration fees
to cover program expenses will come no later than January 1994.
If you need more general information, contact Ken Mark, Convention
Director, 304 Berkshire Rd., Mechanicsburg PA 17055. A telephone number will be made available in the October issue.
It will be a pleasure to serve you as we become involved in this great
biennial convocation.
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Driving 60 miles per hour on Interstate 81 one dismal afternoon, we
zoomed past a stranded motorist. Flat
tire? Out of gasoline? Or some "kook"
with a gun? (What an ideal way for a
carjacking!) Too busy and too frightened to stop we rationalized that the
highway patrol would soon be along to
help the poor fellow. Selfishness abetted our rationalization. Why should we
get wet when people are paid to help
stranded motorists? Furthermore, this
isn't my "next door" neighbor, so why
should I lend a helping hand?
Who is my neighbor?
Luke 10:29-37
FAST FORWARD 2000 YEARS
Is my neighbor the person in the
apartment next door, someone I pass
each day on my way to work, someone
whom I meet casually in the supermarket, be (s)he white, native or East Indian, African, American, rich, poor,
marginalized? Or in our global world, is
it someone between here and the next
town (Jericho) or even in the uttermost
parts of the earth: Bosnia, Zimbabwe,
India?
Burgeoning from such forces as the
technological revolution and global
interdependence, globalization has
shrunk our world so that even the most
distant are on our doorsteps. Within the
past six months, into our living rooms
have paraded the victims of the riots in
Bombay, of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia,
of starving Somalians and of those
caught in the tragedy of Waco. These,
too, like those who actually live next
door, are our neighbors in this 20th century world.
What does it mean to be a neighbor?
Proximity of residence, with a polite or
casual hello, may be a superficial evidence of neighborliness. But to be a
real neighbor is to develop meaningful
ingrui
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Who is my
neighbor!?
by Harvey R. Sider

contacts, flowering into relationships
that evidence genuine care for the physical, emotional and spiritual welfare of
a person.
For the past two bienniums, General Conference focused on the inner life
of the church. In 1990 "This We
Believe" and in 1992 "Our Life Together" captured our attention. Both "belief and "community" are crucial to
the life of the church. These provide
our foundation for ministry, for reaching out to neighbors.
"Who Is My Neighbor?" is the other
side of belief and community. The 1994
General Conference theme will challenge us to creatively witness and minister to our global neighbors. The theme
messages will call us to evangelism and
service in our endeavors to be faithful
in word and deed to neighbors near and
far.
Evangelism
The Great Commission provides a
holistic understanding of our mandate
for the lost. Acts 1:8 calls for our witness to be local, national and international. Geographically we think in
terms of the congregation aggressively
winning people to Christ, resulting in a
dynamic, exciting, growing body.
Church planting in Miami, Calgary and
Oklahoma City are conference attempts
to be faithful in expanding beyond the
local church. India, Mexico City,
Mozambique and Japan represent the
denomination's thrust to the "uttermost
parts of the earth."
There are many factors that cause us
to rethink such a simplistic geographic
division of evangelism. Globalization
has, for example, brought "overseas
missions" to our very doorsteps. Consider any major city like Los Angeles or
Toronto.
September 1993

Los Angeles
/ 4 0 percent Latino, 37 percent
Anglo, 23 percent black and Asian;
/ Nearly 100 languages are spoken
in the city's schools;
/ T h e largest Korean, Taiwanese,
Chinese and Philippine population in
the country;
/ I n Los Angeles County, nearly
four million Latinos, almost 50 percent
of the population {Newsweek, May 18,
Nov. 9, 1992);
/Articles like "L.A. Joins the Third
World" {Futurist, July 1992) are forceful reminders of a mission field in our
backyard.
Toronto
/Sixty-one major mother tongue
groups with 58 different language
courses offered in the city schools;
/Nearly 200,000 in each of the Italian and Chinese communities;
/Additionally, nearly 500,000
speak European languages like Portuguese, Polish, Spanish, French, or
Hungarian;
/ Significant groupings of Tamils,
Punjabis, Hindus, Muslims, etc.
(1991 Census)

Many of our formerly rural congregations have become a part of the
newer "rurban" America. I am constantly being surprised by the rich
diversity in even our smaller towns and
cities. East Indians, native Indians,
blacks, Hispanics, people of various
European nationalities and other nonCaucasians live in Fort Erie, a small
town of 10,000 people. Such a cultural
mix is part of virtually every community.
In an era when all neighbors coexist
in a global village we need to raise
questions like: Should a Board for
World Missions focus only on overseas
evangelism? What new paradigms can

we develop for a holistic approach to
the evangelization of our neighbors?
Service
One of the outstanding features of
Jesus' life was his concern for the
underprivileged, the marginalized, the
hurting. The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10), Jesus' opening sermon
(Luke 4:16-19), and his many acts of
compassion like healing, calming the
storm, feeding the hungry, and raising
the dead portrayed his commitment to
the physical and emotional needs of all
with whom he came in contact. His
ministry reached beyond his own people: to the Syrophoenician (Matt.
15:21-29); the Samaritan (Luke 17:16),
and the Roman (Matt. 8:5-13).
Hurting, underprivileged "neighbors" live in communities serviced by
virtually every congregation in Canada
and the United States. Our global village contains a growing number of people who see no hope of meaningful
employment. Other neighbors are torn
apart by civil strife or ethnic cleansing.
Curtailing consumerism to help nourish
those who eat one scanty meal a day is
an expression of neighborly concern.
Who is my neighbor? General Conference 1994 should stir our collective
and individual conscience and call us to
action. It will be a time for the Spirit to
speak to us, to broaden our perspectives on the classic, rhetorical question,
repeated thousands of times by every
generation as it struggles with "today's"
unique dynamics of "Who is my neighbor?"
•

Harvey Sider is Moderator of the Brethren
in Christ Church.
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Qhurch f\Jews
Allegheny Conference
Sixteen youth and four adults of the Air Hill
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., went to
Rochester, N.Y., to Finger Lakes Work Camp
July 18-24 to repair homes of low-income families. • A missionary service with the Shueys
was July 7 at the Canoe Creek church, Hollidaysburg, Pa. • On July 18 Randy and Valerie
Buck shared with the Fairview Ave. church,
Waynesboro, Pa., about the Brethren in Christ
mission work in Mexico City which will soon
come to an end. • The youth of the Five Forks
church, Waynesboro, sponsored a dinner theater
on July 31. Ten persons were baptized July 18. •
Sixteen couples recently renewed wedding vows
in a service of candlelight, flowers, music, and
picture taking at the Hollowell church, Waynesboro.
The board of the Iron Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., sponsored an organ promotion dinner
July 7 at a restaurant in Thurmont. VBS was
July 19-23. • The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation had a July 23 Sunday school picnic at Morrisons Cove Park. • Six persons were baptized
recently at the Mt. Rock church, Shippensburg,
Pa. • In July the youth of the New Guilford
church, Chambersburg, Pa., planned white water
rafting, volleyball, a car wash, and a rope course
outing at Cedar Ridge Ministries. • Pastor Stauffer and family of the Paramount church, Hagerstown, Md., recently took a seven-week sabbatical, crossing the U.S. visiting churches and surveying pastors. They also attended a Narramore
Foundation conference in California.

A new believers' class began July 11 at the
South Mountain church, Shippensburg, Pa. •
Bishop Kipe brought the meditation at the July
14 prayer meeting of the Springhope church,
Schellsburg, Pa. • The July 25 service of the
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md.,
included communion and organ dedication. •
Ten children of the Walkersville, Md., church
recently attended Christian Retreat Center on
church-sponsored scholarships.

Atlantic Conference
The Adult Ministries of the Cross Roads
church, Mount Joy, Pa., had a "sundae fellowship" on July 11. A chicken barbecue and car
wash were July 10. • On July 18 the youth of the
Elizabethtown, Pa., church gave the musical
"You Are the Light of the World" by Dwight
Thomas, Jim Gambini, and the youth. • The
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., had a July 11 outing to the Continentals concert, then to Funk's
for dessert. • Children from Fellowship Chapel,
Bronx, N.Y., stayed in homes in Lancaster for 10
days while attending VBS and other activities. •
The Free Grace church, Millersburg, Pa., ran the
lunch counter Aug. 1 at Roxbury Camp.
The Harrisburg, Pa., congregation had a
Sunday school class this summer on the theme
"Different Kinds of Church Music," taught by
Randy and Marilyn Miller. • On Aug. 8 John
Cassel spoke to the Hummelstown, Pa., church
representing the Pa. Council of Alcoholic Problems. • The Lancaster, Pa., church hosted Little
Learners Kids Kamp on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days for four weeks in July and August. Twentytwo persons went for a week in Kentucky with
SWAP (Sharing With Applachian People). • The
Manheim, Pa., church had an aerobics class that
met for eight weeks this summer. Joyce Peterman gave an update on China on July 25. • Carlos Ortiz, Lorraine Rath, and Luke Rath from
Church of the Rock ministered in music during
the July 25 service praise time at the Manor
church, Mountville, Pa. • One person was baptized on July 11 at the Montoursville, Pa.,
church. Five members were received on July 18.
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Forry of the Mt Pleasant
church, Mount Joy, Pa., celebrated 50 years of
marriage on May 29 with a limousine ride and
drop-in party at the church. They have a daughter and two grandchildren. • On July 11 the New
Covenant congregation, Quakertown, Pa., joined
Rocky Ridge Mennonite Church for an outdoor
service and dinner. • On July 11 the Palmyra,
Pa., church heard Gene and Ruth Madeira, currently working at pastoral development in Central and South America. • The Pequea church,
Lancaster, Pa., was the site of a July 18 concert
by Scott Bauermaster and Denise Glick. The
youth went to Homestead, Fla„ in July for hurricane rebuilding.
At the annual church picnic of the
Perkiomen Valley church, Collegeville, Pa.,
$130 was raised for the children's mission project by auctioning a Dallas Cowboys shirt worn
by Pastor Croxford after the Superbowl. • A
ministry team for the Refton, Pa., church went to
Jamaica July 12-26. A congregational retreat at
Black Rock was July 25. • Mrs. Cora Walters
has donated a watercolor of the Skyline View
church, Harrisburg, Pa., in memory of her husband LeRoy who served as pastor from 1973-78.
• The Souderton church had a baptism service

Centennial Celebration
Bethany Brethren in Christ
Church
Thomas, Oklahoma

November 5, 6, and 7,1993
Friday: Custer County Historical
Society Dinner Meeting
Subject: Jabbok Bible School
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga, speaking
The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation dedicated its new Christian education wing and
remodeled sanctuary on Sunday afternoon,
June 27. Sharing in the service were pastor
Earl Herr, bishop H. Frank Kipe, former bishop Alvin J. Book, and bishop emeritus Charlie B. Byers. Blanche Oldham, aged 95,
daughter of former bishop Isaac Stern, also
spoke as the only person present who had
attended the 1910 dedication of the current
building.
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The two-story brick Christian education
wing contains the new entrance, library,
restrooms, 14 classrooms, a kitchen, and fellowship hall. Both levels are handicappedaccessible. The sanctuary was remodeled by
removing a balcony, classroom, nursery, and
entrance, and adding 10 pews. The sanctuary
now accommodates 200 persons comfortably.
With the renovation, the congregation has an
oil furnace (250,000 BTU) and 19 14' and 2
12' padded pews for sale.

Saturday: 100th Birthday Party
Birthday Cake and Grand Reunion
Historical Displays, Slides, Fellowship
Sunday: Centennial Sunday School
and Worship Services
Fellowship Meal
Afternoon Historical Program Celebrating 100 Years in Service and Worship
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Come HOME and celebrate with us!
Evangelical Visitor

and picnic at Branchwood Park on Aug. 1. •
The Sunday school picnic of the Stowe, Pa.,
church was July 17.

Canadian Conference
The youth of the Boyle church, St. Ann's,
Ont., had a July 2 Hawaiian luau. "Living in
God's Creation" was the theme of the July 12-16
VBS. • A summer schedule change for the Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont., included continental breakfast at 8:30 and service at 10:00. •
"Amazing Journey" was the theme of the Aug.
16-20 VBS at the Delisle, Sask., church. Evangelists Charlie and Carol Reed spoke in the July
25 service. • Chris Scott and Al Voth were musicians and Barry Moore was speaker at the July
17 men's fellowship breakfast of the Falls View
church, Niagara Falls, Ont.
The youth of the Heise Hill church, Gormley,
Ont., enjoyed July 21 at Canada's Wonderland.
• The junior high youth of the Massey Place
church, Saskatoon, Sask., had a swimming outing on July 27. • The North East Community
church, Calgary, Alb., had a visit recently from
Rich and Kathy Stuebing from Africa. • The
adult fellowship of the Oak Ridges, Ont., church
enjoyed mini-golf on Aug. 13. • The Orchard
Creek, St. Catharines, Ont., and Port Colborne,
Ont., churches both viewed the "I Have Decided
to Live Like a Believer" series this summer.
On July 4 David Adcock spoke to the Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont., on "Neighbour
Link," an organization which connects the needs
of the community with volunteers from churches. • The Sherkston, Ont., church had VBS July
12-16. The youth went to a Welland Pirates baseball game on July 17. • Karen Nigh of the
Springvale, Ont., church served July 14-Aug.
27 with Operation Mobilization in Moscow. A
Sunday school staff appreciation barbecue was
July 30. • The Upper Oaks congregation,
Oakville, Ont., planned to attend the Aug. 20
Bluejay-Seattle game. • Four youth of the Wainfleet, Ont., church were in short-term missions
this summer—three with Child Evangelism and
one with Teen Mission. • Two young people of
the Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont., served
this summer, one in Equador and one in Mexico
City.

Central Conference
New Light ministered in the July 18 service
of the Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio. • The
Ashland, Ohio, congregation said farewell on
July 25 to the Dale Engle pastoral family. Curtis
Book pastored in August until the arrival of
Glenn Robitaille. • On July 11 the Beulah
Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio, saw the film
"Mission" about a family in the Philippines. •
Daryl Climenhaga preached the July 25 sermon
at the Christian Union church, Garrett, Ind. •
On July 4-6 Director of Bishops John Byers gave
a series on leadership to the Fairview church,
Englewood, Ohio.
On July 10 the Lakeview church, Goodrich,
Mich., had a bake and rummage sale for capital
improvement projects. VBS averaged 29 children and 18 helpers. • The installation of oneyear interim pastor Richard Studebaker was Aug.
1 at the Nappanee, Ind., church. • The Northgate church, Tipp City, Ohio, enjoyed a picnic
andfireworkstogether on July 4. • The Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, church had a "Christmas in July"
September 1993

E.V. Timelines
100 Years Ago
Sept. 1, 1893 issue—Following a pattern developing in the latter
years of his editorship, Henry Davidson, apparently more preoccupied with health matters, ran this article: "On Taking Fluid with Meals"
from Medical Press. To quote: "A great deal of misapprehension is
often found to exist in the popular mind in regard to matters of eating
and drinking; the cause of this, to some extent, is to be traced to oldtime sayings which have come down to us in the form of a concentrated
infusion of somebody's opinion upon a subject of which he or she was
woefully ignorant
Medical men often find much difficulty in dealing with these museum specimens of antiquated science, for even educated persons are disposed to cling to the absurdities of their youth."
The article goes on to conclude that it is OK to drink fluids with a meal.

75 Years Ago
Sept. 9, 1918 issue—Scientific concerns arise in the editorial of
this issue also: "Sir Thomas McClerae, a noted scientist in discussing
what is known as 'shell-shock,' states that what is known as 'shellshock' and 'soldier's heart' is due primarily to the use of tobacco, that
it is simply a case of shattered nerves previously weakened and rendered inefficient through indulgence in tobacco and other drugs."

50 Years Ago
Sept. 27, 1943 issue—In the editorial, "Only Suggesting": "No
home in the Brethren in Christ Church can afford to be without the
Evangelical Visitor. And any member that has not enough interest to
subscribe for the Visitor does not have as much interest in the church
as he should have. There may be unusual cases at times where subscriptions to the church paper would entail a financial burden. In that
case, the church would benefit by paying for a subscription to the
paper for the member who is unable to pay. However, in most cases it
is not a lack of finances that causes subscriptions to lapse, but lack of
interest."

25 Years Ago
Sept. 9,1968 issue—Under a news item: "Transplanting of the heart
and other vital organs of the body raises difficult moral questions
which may have to be decided by persons other than physicians,
according to a professor of psychiatry and of law at the University of
Michigan. 'We are faced with a myriad of perplexing questions that will
have to be answered,' said Dr. Watson. The prospect of more clinical
transplant trials by surgical teams calls for defining the physician's role.
Who gets the transplanted organ? Whom do you let die, whom do you
let live? This latter question is critical. Can we leave it up to the doctors to decide?'"

10 Years Ago
Sept. 1983 issue—David Hall, speaking about modern evangelicals: "Here is the issue. On the one hand, can we take a stand on principle without being legalistic and self-righteous? On the other hand, can
we recognize our own sin and fallibility without collapsing into a
weak-kneed tolerance of anything and everything? If we aren't careful,
a quest for righteousness can alienate people who need us. But the alternative, of functioning as a public relations machine that pats everyone
on the back, is no better."

23

I /[/\omi//[/fitters

.Tour little
foxes that
spoil the
vines
(Song of Solomon 2:15)

The things written about in this article are not the key to salvation. That
alone is through Jesus Christ. However, these principles are essential to
happy and satisfactory Christian living.
Some households are being visited by the fox of no projected planning
or goals, financially or otherwise. In the day-to-day process, this fox
devours everything, almost as fast as it accumulates. Feast today, but possibly famine tomorrow. Because of the lengthened life span, this is unfortunate. It may even result in years of unnecessary suffering and hardship.
This fox should be caught and destroyed.
Some families' financial package has been visited by the cute little fox
of mismanagement. He often brings satisfaction, entertainment and even
glee for the immediate present, but then leaves a trail of shreds and chaos.
The earlier he is caught the better.
The fox of unwise investments visits many homes in our day. Attracted by the glare of big profits he can be as destructive and frustrating as that
cunning animal when he invades the coup that houses 20 chickens. The next
morning there are apt to be 14 carcasses in shreds, two unfeathered fowl,
and three who appear normal. The flock is almost worthless. To have years
of hard work end thus is tragic. Just as one needs to guard the coup to keep
out that destructive animal, so one must guard carefully against the destruction of chance investments.
The fox of neglected wills prowls through many homes. It frequently
leaves deep wounds and scars as a result of this neglect. This neglect can
even be costly. Every person upon becoming employed, and some before
that, should slay this fox of neglect, and write a will.

by Henry N. Hostetter

Help is available for these and associated problems through the Brethren
in Christ Church as described at the bottom of this article. After filling in
the information asked for, mail to the address indicated on the form.

Please complete and mall to:

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1-July 31,1993
1993
1992
Proportionate 1.217.784 1.202.220
Congregational 1,196,309 1,135,073
Individual
21,475
67,147
Designated and
Direct Giving 303-311
Congregational 197,527
Individual
105,784
TotaltoDate

D I (we) do not have a current will.
• Please send free literature about making a will.
• Please contact me about a personal visit or other assistance.
D I (we) need information on:
• estate planning
• long-term investments
• personal finance management
D other
Please include additional information you may want us to know:

313.568
218,152
95,416

1.521.095 1.515.788

Total Budget
4.210.537 4.142.279
Received to Date 36.1%
36.6%
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Planned Giving Office
Brethren in Christ Church
P.O. Box 290
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offering July 25 for their missionaries. • On July
31 the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, Ohio,
hosted a corn roast with the Amherst church as
their guests.

Midwest Conference
On Aug. 1 Harvey Sider brought the morning
message to the Abilene, Kan., church. On Aug.
15 Howard and Rebecca Garver spoke. • The
Mt. View church, Colorado Springs, Colo., had
VBS July 19-23 followed by a Sunday morning
program. • The Oklahoma City, Okla., church
received two members recently. The K-5 children had a day July 16 at Red Rock Canyon
State Park. • On July 25 the youth of the Rosebank church, Hope, Kan., had a pie and ice
cream fundraiser for camp expenses. • On July
25 Lois Raser spoke to the Zion congregation,
Abilene, about her life's work in Mexico.

Pacific Conference
Guest preachers in July at the Chino, Calif.,
church were Joel Kessler and Ken Hepner. •
Three persons were baptized July 11 at the
Moreno church, Moreno Valley, Calif. The congregation had a July 9 outing to an Angel's
game. • The Ontario, Calif., church regularly
shares its building with Chinese and Hispanic
congregations. • "The Portland Story," a video
which featured the 1992 Billy Graham Crusade
in Oregon was shown July 18 at the Pacific
Highway church, Salem, Ore. • The youth of the
Upland, Calif., church had a car wash July 24
for YouthQuest expenses. Slides of VBS were
shown in the July 11 evening service. • In July
the Walnut Valley church, Walnut, Calif., began
an evangelism thrust called Seventy Outreach
Ministry Team.

Southeast Conference
Thirteen adults, teens, and children of the
Bloomington Chapel congregation, Columbia,
Ky., spent the week at Memorial Holiness Camp
in July. • July 10 was set aside by the Community Bible church, Sarasota, Fla., for prayer and
fasting. The youth traveled to New York in
August. • Ann Hartley of Youth With a Mission
spoke recently at the first women's summer
brunch of the G r a c e Community church,
Lawrenceville, Ga. • On July 18 the Holden
Park church, Orlando, Fla., celebrated their 25th
anniversary with a dinner, games, and rededication. • The Knifley Chapel congregation, Knifley, Ky., hosted a Gideon's speaker on Aug. 1.
• On Aug. 1 Sheldon and Marie Starr shared
with the Millerfield's church, Columbia, Ky.,
about the work of Timber Bay Children's Home,
Canada, and about SWAP in the Appalachians. •
The July 25 service of the Winchester, Va., congregation included a children's emphasis with
the MCC video "Butter Battle Book."

Susquehanna Conference
On July 11 the Big Valley congregation,
Belleville, Pa., enjoyed a program of music and
drama by the Choraleers. The July 19-23 VBS
was on "God Uses Little Things." • A gym day,
outdoor Olympics, and a trip to Lancaster were
summer kids' events at the Carlisle, Pa., church.
• The Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa.,
has a Sunday afternoon jail team ministry twice
a month. Five new members joined the fellow'September 1993

ship on July 18. • The Cedar Heights church,
Mill Hall, Pa., sponsored a July 11 outdoor concert by the Dave Brungart Family Singers. • Fifteen persons of the Cumberland Valley church,
Dillsburg, Pa., led by Pastor Bert, left to minister in Russia on July 4. • In July 20 persons
from the Dillsburg, Pa., church went to Kentucky to work with SWAP.
At the Fairview church, Reesers Summit,
Pa., 12 were baptized on July 11 and 7 new
members received on July 18. • The Grantham,
Pa., church is searching for a youth minister and
minister of pastoral care. The congregation sponsored the film "The Rescuers Down Under" on
July 30 on the lawn of the church. • The children
and youth of the Hanover, Pa., church brought
the July 18 evening service under the direction of
Jeff and Elaine Stern. • Clive Ollies began ministry to the Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., on Aug. 1. • "Jesus Is Our King—
Meeting Jesus in Parables" was the July 12-16
VBS theme at the Locust Grove church, York,
Pa.
Leroy Fetterolf ministered during Pastor
Hock's absence to the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. • The Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
congregation viewed the film "Eye of the Storm"
on Aug. 15. • Paul and Lela Hostetler were July
MPF speakers at the Messiah Village church,
Mechanicsburg. • Youth of the Redland Valley
church, York Haven, Pa., went to Bonaire July
11-22. The offering from VBS provided a moped
for Brethren in Christ missionaries in India. •
Steve Tribbit was in concert Aug. 1 at the Roseglen church, Duncannon, Pa. • The Wesley
church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., has begun a new
11:15 a.m. service for people not accustomed to
coming to church.

Reporting for the church news column has
been good this summer. To help us choose
news from your bulletins, please highlight
what items you want us to print. Remember
to send bulletins monthly. Some correspondents are still sending weekly or every two
weeks. Sending your bulletins monthly—stapled together—saves you money on subscription costs in the long run. Be sure to mail in
time for them to reach Nappanee before the
first day of the month.

Residential Manager
A residential manager position is open in
a group home for eight developmentally disabled adults. This live-in position provides
daily supervision to the residents which
includes managing individual social, recreational, medical and spiritual needs as well
as acting as a liaison with day programs.
This position is designed for a married couple. A single person would be considered. A
degree in the human service field is preferred. Experience with developmentally disabled is helpful.
In addition to salary and benefits, room
and board is also provided. This includes a
private apartment.
For additional information, contact
Angie Petersheim, Executive Director,
C.R.O.S.S., Inc., 712 Pinola Rd., Shippensburg, PA 17257, (717) 530-1788.

For The Record
Births
Anderson: Ami Joy Carmen, July 12; Dan
and Sheila (Cober) Anderson, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Bowers: Ashton Rush, June 11; Doni and
Cindy Bowers, Walkersville congregation, Md.
Fisher: Angela Clarice, June 30; Jay and
Judy (Klase) Fisher, Manor congregation, Pa.
Cayman: Katelyn Marie, July 9; Steven and
Tina (Shank) Gayman, Air Hill congregation,
Pa.
Graby: Gannon Noah, June 28; Steven and
Jennifer (Weaver) Graby, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Grove: Renee Marie, July 1; Jeff and Linda
Grove, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Hepner: Donald Ryan, June 14; Terry and
Yvonne (Varner) Hepner, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Hopple: Mitchell Benjamin, June 22; Tim

Mennonite Economic
Development Associates
Invites y o u to a t t e n d o u r a n n u a l
international c o n v e n t i o n

The New

convulsive shifts in the
world marketplace have left
few regions untouched. A new
economic era is upon us. Can
we hear the cry of the poor
amid the din of crashing
change?
The new balance sheet calls
us to count the full human,
environmental and spiritual
cost of global inequity. How do
we mobilize our business skills,
financial resources and faith to
be Good News in this world of
urgent need?
For further information and
registration contact:
meda convention 93
2501 Oregon Pike, Suite 2
Lancaster, PA 17601
717-560-6546
800-723-7064

^ j 2 November 1 1 - 1 4
itt/j

Holiday Inn Toronto Downtown-Gtv Hnl

" ? / meda convention 1993
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and Rosinda (Hock) Hopple, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Parks: Robert Rudolph, May 22; Michael
and Melissa (Engle) Parks, Seattle, Wa.
Pellman: Seth William, July 1; Greg and
Twila (Whistler) Pellman, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Pyles: Jimmy Doyle, July 22; Gleason and
Tina (Foster) Pyles, Bloomington Chapel congregation, Ky.
Slattery: Sarah, Apr. 27; Robert and Kimberly (Gilmore) Slattery, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Summy: Marc Tyler, July 8; Scott and
Lynda (Getz) Summy, Manor congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Bowser - Warner: Nicki Lee, daughter of
Larry and Bonnie Warner, Laura, Ohio, and
Brandon Neil, son of Galen and Freda Bowser,
Arcanum, Ohio, June 26, at the home of Tim
and Angie Shellabarger with Rev. Henry Miller
officiating.
Byers - Marruzzi: Tybee Ann, daughter of
Louis Gourley Marruzzi, Tampa, Fla., and Troy
David, son of H. Preston and Shirley Ann Byers,
Chambersburg, Pa., Apr. 1, at Rio Concho Park
(Texas) with Justice of the Peace Ruth Nicholson
officiating.
Fretz - VanderHeeden: Mirjam Nathalie,
daughter of Dirk and Nel VanderHeeden, Caledon East, Ont., and Robert John, son of Eldon
and Freda Fretz, Stouffville, Ont., July 3, at Oak
Ridges Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ken
Smith officiating.
Hapeman - Groff: Carolyn Renee, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Groff, Gordonville, Pa.,
and Jeffery Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Hapeman, Fleetwood, Pa., June 26, at Lancaster
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. James Ernst
officiating.
Hess - Staley: Stacey Staley and Dennis
Hess, June 26, at Five Forks Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiating.
Mann - Balicki: Terry Lynn, daughter of
Garry and Sandra Balicki, Wainfleet, Ont., and
Brian, son of Vera Mann, Wainfleet, June 12, at
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Charles Mashinter officiating.
Resneck - Mummert: Amanda, daughter of
Ray and Marie Mummert, Shippensburg, Pa.,
and Matthew Resneck, June 5, at Shippensburg

Mennonite Central Committee is accepting
applications for the Administrative Assistant position for Visitor Exchange Programs (VEP), Akron, Pa. Qualifications
include: secretarial, computer, bookkeeping
skills, interest in and experience with young
adults and flexibility during peak seasons.
This 3-year position becomes available
Aug. 1, 1993. Interested people living in
the United States can contact John
Williamson, 21 S. 12th St., P.O. Box 500,
Akron, PA 17501-0500, phone (717) 8591151. In Canada contact MCC Canada,
Personnel Dept., 134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg,
MB, R3T 5K9, phone (204) 261-6381.
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University Chapel with Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmerman officiating.
Roy - Longenecker: Michelle Renee, daughter of Neal and Evelyn Longenecker, Akron, Pa.,
and Mark Alan Roy, Akron, Mar. 27, at Petra
Christian Fellowship, with Rev. Timothy Gorno
officiating.
Schorsch - Engle: Diane, daughter of Leon
and Dorcas Engle, West Milton, Ohio, and Jeffrey, son of Ernest and Carol Schorsch, Toledo,
Ohio, July 3 at Vandalia Church of the Nazarene
with Rev. Tom Willard and Dr. Clark Miller
officiating.
York - Loffer: Heather Renee, daughter of
Joe and Cynthia Loffer, Arcanum, Ohio, and
Kenneth Emil, son of Ron York and Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Smith, Sidney, Ohio, July 10, at Highland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Henry
Miller officiating.

Obituaries
Bowers: A. L. Bowers, born Nov. 18, 1944,
son of Jacob H. and E. Gertrude Gingrich Bowers, died June 21. Surviving along with his parents are two sisters, Mary Kay Fischer and Eudora Dees. He was the former owner of Buddy
Way Tours and Candlelight Productions. He
served as pianist and organist at the Perkiomen
Valley church, Pa., where he was a member, and
at the Stowe church. Funeral services were at
the Perkiomen Valley church with Rev. David
Croxford officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Brumbaugh: Lewis M. Brumbaugh, 57, son
of Paul Brumbaugh and Luella Forney Brutcher,
died Jan. 31. Preceding him in death were a son,
Jim; and a grandson, Brian Brumbaugh. Surviving are his wife, Carol; three sons, Russell, Tim,
and Wesley; a daughter, Glenda May; six grandchildren; and a brother, Clifford. He was a member of the Grace Community Church, Ga. The
funeral was held in Bellevue, Ohio. Interment
was in Bellevue Cemetery.
Kipp: Sophie E. Kipp, 87, daughter of Paul
Strickler and Mary Corl Barto, died Apr. 21.
Preceding her in death was her husband Ezra B.
Kipp. Surviving are 3 sons, Earl A., Ray M., and
Eugene E.; 2 daughters, Betty A. Kipp and Janet
E. Ace; 11 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; a brother, William Strickler; and 4 sisters,
Josephine Beamensderfer, Alice Boyer, Hilda
Clawser, and Arlene Vargas. She worked for
nine years at the former Greensberg Garment
Factory. She had also been employed at Hershey Chocolate Factory. She was a member of
the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation. The funeral was held at the Cross Roads church with Rev.
David L. Hall and Rev. Lucille Ulery officiating.
Interment was at Cross Roads Cemetery.
Leach: Jason P. Leach, born Oct. 2, 1970,
son of Chester A. and Marva M. Cowger Leach,
died June 17. Surviving along with his parents
are two daughters, Julia Jo and Jodi Ann; a brother, Todd; grandmothers, Grace Leach and Margaret Cowger; and great-grandparents, Charles
and Esther O'Dell; and his fiance, Connie
Moody. He was a 1989 graduate of Herington
High School, and attended Kansas State U. He
received a pilot's license of instrument and commercial rating, and was employed by Exide Battery. The funeral was held at the Rosebank
church, Kan., with Rev. Robert Lister officiating.

Miller: Harvey M. Miller, born Jan. 7, 1914,
son of Harvey D. and Ida Wenger Miller, died
June 28. Preceding him in death was a brother,
Earl D. Surviving are his wife, Charlotte B.
(Hill); three sons, James H., Ronald L., and Leon
H.; two brothers, Paul H. and Raymond; six
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
Harvey was a retired school teacher, a former
church and community choir director, president
of the Grantham Oratorio Society, and a member
of the Kiwanis Club. He was a member of the
Grantham congregation, Pa., where the funeral
was held with Rev. Robert B. Ives and Rev. J.
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in
Grantham Memorial Park.
Whitley: Viola Whitley, born Sept. 8, 1912,
daughter of Mack and Pearl Underwood, died
June 28. Preceding her in death was a daughter,
Eunice Morris. Surviving are her husband,
George Whitley; a son, George Jr.; a granddaughter, Mimi Martin Heisey; and a grandson,
Dennis Johnson; and many other family members. Viola was the strength and guiding light of
her family. Her heart was always open and
receptive to all needs. She was a member of Fellowship Chapel congregation, N.Y. The funeral
was at the PAZ Funeral Home with Rev. Alvin
Book officiating. Interment was in Rosedale and
Rosehill Cemetery.
Viar: Harley Viar, born Nov. 12, 1991, died
May 11. Surviving are his parents, Jeff and
Melissa Viar; a sister, Amanda; grandparents,
Lee and Linda Viar, Wanford and Karen Hope,
and Linda Mesh; great-grandparents, Wan and
Golda Hope, Hazel Hulen, Doris Smith, and
Taylor Viar. The funeral was at the Rosebank
church, Kan., with Rev. Robert Lister officiating.
Interment was in Dunlap Cemetery.
Correction from July EV: Surviving relatives of the late Jacob Hunsberger should have
been listed as a sister, Ruth Hunsberger; a brother, Henry Hunsberger; and grandsons, Jeffrey
and Chris Hensel.
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Students awarded Dean's and
President's Scholarships
Messiah College awards a number of
worthy incoming students with a Dean's
or President's Scholarship each academic year. The four-year Dean's Scholarships are awarded to students who rank in
the top 15 percent of their high school
graduating class and who score a total of
1000 or better on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test. The President's Scholarship is
awarded to students who distinguish
themselves as outstanding leaders in
community, cocurricular, church, and
academic activities. This scholarship is
renewable for all four years of college.
The following Brethren in Christ students have received scholarships.
Jacqueline S. Carr, Dean's, elementary education, Middletown, Pa.
Megan E. Davis, Dean's, English,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Richard A. Gensler, Dean's, engineering, Dillsburg, Pa.
Meg L. Hartman, Dean's, early childhood education, New Holland, Pa.
Virginia L. Heisey, Dean's and President's, history, Orrstown, Pa.
Stephen L. Hoke, Dean's, mathematics, Chambersburg, Pa.
Gregory K. Holmes, Dean's, engineering, Grantham, Pa.
Carolyn B. Johns, Dean's and President's, accounting, Nappanee, In.
Paul A. Johns, Dean's and President's,
family studies, Nappanee, In.
Shonda C. Krow, Dean's, English,
Mount Joy, Pa.
Matthew M. Martin, Dean's, accounting, Grantham, Pa.
Ninita E. Peachey, Dean's, elementary education, Warfordsburg, Pa.
Susan E. Pierce, Dean's and President's, Nappanee, In.
Dwayne A. Sollenberger, Dean's,
Bible, Manheim, Pa.
Dorcas I. Steckbeck, Dean's, Mount
Joy, Pa.
Jennifer E. Thuma, Dean's, biology/pre-med, Dillsburg, Pa.
Holly J. Wingert, Dean's, Chambersburg, Pa.
September 1993

On Saturday, September 18, the African Children's Choir returns to Messiah College for their
third appearance. The last two performances of this exciting and energetic choir played to
standing room only crowds. The choir is made up of nearly 30 East African children between the
ages of six and twelve. Choir members are selected each year from among the hundreds of
orphaned or abandoned children living in Christian-focused, family-like homes and schools in
Uganda and Kenya, sponsored by friends in the West.

Stephanie L. Yoder, Dean's and President's, music education, St. Thomas, Pa.
Laura J. York, Dean's, engineering,
Dillsburg, Pa.
In addition, Dean's and President's
Scholarships are given to continuing students. The Dean's Scholarship is given to
20 students who have completed at least
30 credit hours at Messiah and have
achieved the Dean's List for two consecutive semesters. The President's Scholarship is given to 10 students who have
completed the same hours and who have
distinguished themselves as outstanding
leaders in specific activities. They must
also be sponsored by a member of the
teaching faculty. The following are
Brethren in Christ students who received
these scholarships.
Virginia R. Zink, Dean's, senior, engineering, Grantham, Pa.
Jacob Daniel, President's, senior,
engineering, Grantham, Pa.

Messiah offers speakers bureau
The Messiah College Speakers Bureau
is a service offered by the college's teaching and administrative faculty. With 56
persons involved, the bureau offers more
than 150 topics. Clubs, civic organizations, schools, and churches are welcome
to request a speaker.
Below are some examples of speakers
available and some topics they speak on.
Dorothy Gish, associate dean of the
faculty and professor of early childhood

and family education, speaks on such topics as self-esteem, singleness, and child
development.
Terry Brensinger, associate professor
of biblical studies, speaks on such topics
as the spiritual life, missions/evangelism,
and expository preaching.
John Yeatts, chair of the department of
biblical and religious studies and professor of Christian education, speaks on topics such as the Sermon on the Mount, the
Book of Revelation, topics for youth, and
Christian education.
Paul Nisly, chair of the department of
language, literature and communications
and professor of English, speaks on such
topics as "Perfectionism: Goal or Trap?,"
"Why Suffering?," "Why Pray?," and
"Integrity: a Lifestyle."
Steven Musser, professor of management, speaks on such topics as organizational change, power and influence, and
organizational culture.
A small honorarium plus mileage reimbursement is charged for each engagement. Requests for speakers can most
easily be filled when made six to eight
weeks in advance. If you have any questions, write or call Sherri Wolgemuth at
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027,
(717)691-6032.

Plan to visit campus Open House
College-bound high school juniors and
seniors and their families are encouraged
to plan a visit to Messiah's Grantham
27

MESSIAH
COLLEGE
PRESIDENT
The Board of Trustees of Messiah
College announces the opening of the
position of president to replace Dr. D.
Ray Hostetter who will retire June 30,
1994, after 30 years in the presidency.
Messiah College is a Christian liberal arts college in covenant with the
Brethren in Christ Church with its
Anabaptist and pietist theology. Over
the past decade, the main campus in
Grantham, Pennsylvania, has grown
to 2,250 students, 140 teaching faculty, and more than 50 majors in libera!
and professional studies. Multicultural
learning opportunities are offered
through an urban campus in Philadelphia and a sister college in Nairobi,
Kenya.
Priorities for the selection of the
new president center on demonstrated effectiveness in educational and
spiritual leadership. As an educational leader, the president is expected to
envision the future for Messiah
through strategic planning initiatives,
sharpen its focus and manage its
resources as a Christian liberal arts
college dedicated to academic excellence, and communicate its distinctives on and off campus. As a spiritual leader, the president is expected to
model the open and accessible style
of a servant-leader, witness to personal faith in Jesus Christ, and nurture
spiritual life on campus.
The successful candidate will be
committed to the historic and educational distinctives of Messiah: the integration of faith and learning, the importance of the individual, and disciplined
living in a diverse community. The
candidate will also be qualified as an
experienced executive with a recognized academic background and
preferably an earned doctorate.
Nominations are invited for qualified persons. Applicants are asked to
send by OCTOBER 1,1993, a letter of
application, complete resume with
three references, and a one page
statement of Christian faith and experience, to:
Mr. Galen Oakes, Sr.
Chair, Presidential Search
Committee
P.O. Box 186
Grantham, PA 17027
Messiah College does not discriminate
in its employment practices on the basis
of race, color, sex, and ethnic
or national origin.
All qualified persons are invited to apply.
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campus for an Open House Day this fall.
Open House Days, covering all
majors, will be held on Monday, October
11, and on Saturday, October 30. The
program, beginning with registration at
9:00 a.m., includes a tour of the campus
by current Messiah students, an overview
of college life by academic, student
development, admissions and financial
aid personnel, and a free lunch for all registered guests.
Department Open Houses, for students
interested in certain areas of study, are
scheduled on three dates. Monday, October 18, focuses on the Education, and
Health, Physical Education, and Recreation Departments. Friday, November 5,
highlights the Behavioral Science, History and Political Science, and Biblical
and Religious Studies Departments. And
Friday, November 12, features the Music,
Language, Literature, and Communications Department, and the Visual and
Theatrical Arts Department. Department
Open House Day programs are similar to

the general Open House Day, except that
the focus is only on majors offered by
the departments represented. Churches
are encouraged to sponsor youth group
trips to the Open House programs.
Contact Mr. Paul Morgan, Associate
Director of Admissions, (717) 691-6000,
for more information.

Ministers Conference coming
Don't forget to mark your calendar for
the 29th Annual Ministers Conference
hosted by Messiah College on March 1416, 1994. Offered again this year will be
a special workshop on Monday evening
that will allow for an in-class experience
with the main speakers.
Watch for details in following issues
of the Evangelical Visitor, and mark your
calendars now for this special event.
Remember to bring leaders from your
congregation with you.

Respond
I agree with much of what my brother,
Don Shafer, has written on focus and
function in his July 1993 "Focusing our
Mission" column. But I must take exception to structure as function. If I remember my biology lessons correctly, anatomy and physiology are two different
things.
I agree that the North American Brethren in Christ, both denominationally and
congregationally, seem to have an inordinate preoccupation with structure. We
sometimes act as though we believe that
spiritual vitality comes somehow from
organization. We do well to remember
that, while structure may enhance or
inhibit, it is not in itself an indication of
vitality. After all, even a corpse has
anatomy.
Esther D. Spurrier
Dillsburg, Pa.
It is obvious that you would not exist
as a free U.S. citizen if your forefathers
believed that "preparation for or participation in" war is to be avoided at all costs
[a quote from our Manual of Doctrine
and Government cited in the July editori-

al]. Doesn't this cast Brethren in Christ as
freeloaders, that is one who enjoys the
benefits, but is not willing to pay the
price? Jesus did upset the money changers tables when he disapproved of their
practices, and it cannot be viewed as an
act of love or peacemaking.
Russell Raush
Washington Boro, Pa.
Reading the paragraph from June
1993 "Dialogue": "If we took the way of
the cross at this Easter time, the cross
would lead us to say 'yes' to life and 'no'
to death. But that would mean saying 'no'
to the imperial power which collect these
taxes for death." (John K. Stoner).
It reminded me of a quote from our
recent MCC report: "Perhaps the most
authentic war tax resistance is to live
below a taxable income." The Lord gave
me insights on how to live below a taxable income for many years. I thank him
for showing me the way and for abundantly supplying my needs.
Luella Lofthouse
Stouffville, Ont.
Evangelical Visitor

WSlHfUS
Dear Paul,
I'm overwhelmed by the flood of
appeals for money I've received lately.
The mail chariot delivered another one
today: a letter asking for capital funds
to renovate our city's rescue mission.
The cause seems worthy enough, but
I'll admit to feeling a bit badgered.
Frankly, I'd like to donate a "major
gift" to every deserving cause, especially to help spread the gospel. When
money is needed because ministries
are growing and expanding, there's
reason to rejoice. But then comes the
frustration of deciding which causes
to support and with what amount. I
struggle with discontent as I look at
my limited resources and the volume
of requests for contributions. Even a
"sacrificial gift" on my part is pitifully small, no matter how generous I
feel.
So I guess part of my annoyance
with financial appeals is that they force
me to prioritize and to make difficult
choices. How tight a budget should
my wife and I live on? Which ministries will receive the bulk of our support—our local fellowship? outreach
in our city? broader regional ministries? or efforts to propagate the

Focusing our Mission
continued from page 30

sphere of acceptance for the unconverted, and an adaptation of "GRADE"
have encouraged witness and nurture
at Carlisle. Evangelism and discipleship are seen as a "package." Every
person who comes to salvation may
immediately choose to be discipled by
a "Timothy" who leads the new convert through a study of the series, 'The
Life of God," or to enter a "New Life"
class for nurturing. Carl explained,
"Discipling requires both understanding of the Word and the group building
of relationships. Those who go
through this process grow and become
mature."
For nearly four years, Craig Sider
September 1993

gospel in unreached areas? Do we say
a flat "no" to some or try to give a little to each? Those are heart-searching,
uncomfortable decisions to make.
Lately some in the Body have
devoted themselves fully to fundraising, for there seems to be no end to the
need for "ministry money." Our local
fellowship needs more space and
newer facilities. Our regional group of
churches plans to plant new fellowships. Our youth camping outreach has
outgrown its facilities. And then
there's the overseas missionary fund.
You can see that many of the brothers and sisters are zealous and eager
for growth. But our church struggles to
attract the denarii of saints who are
tempted with materialism and fear of
economic uncertainties. So we've
become quite professional about our
fundraising: consultants, feasibility
studies, catchy themes, attractive
logos, well-organized promotional
events, the three-year "faith promise"
plan. Among the Asia Minor churches
several large capital campaigns are
even launched simultaneously.
Sometimes I have trouble reconciling our slick campaigns with the sim-

plicity of Jesus' message. I hesitate to
criticize the methods of so many wellmeaning fundraisers ("It's for the sake
of the Kingdom."), but are we missing
the mark of our calling? According to
Brother Luke's record, our Lord sent
out the Twelve with simple provisions
(no money) and an unadorned message. Now our first question is "How
much will it cost?" After all, we want
to be good stewards of our God-given
resources. But do we spend a disproportionate amount of energy debating
money-related issues? Or is this simply the way our Lord's work is done
now?
Paul, we sorely need to hear a word
of instruction from you about financial matters. The temptation to utilize
worldly methods is increasingly hard
to recognize and resist. The potential
for money-related power struggles and
corruption even among the faithful is
frightening. We respect your leadership; you can call us to the accountability necessary for an untarnished
witness. Help us keep our use of
money in godly perspective.
Eagerly waiting for your response,
Onesimus

had built a relationship with Mike, but
it wasn't until the spring of 1992 that
he began attending Upper Oaks
Church regularly. Mike joined a small
group and, several months later, accepted Christ. During the past year,
Mike has used his network to witness
to and invite his friends to church. One
couple who "had given up on church
as meaningless" found Upper Oaks "a
refreshing change." Recently, in the
pastor's study, they, too, came to experience Jesus Christ.

neglecting our purpose, we enable
society to become increasingly godless.
James Kennedy, of Coral Ridge
Presbyterian Church, expressed his
concern in a gripping metaphor,
"While the Communists were taking
over Russia, the bishops were meeting to decide what color vestments to
wear" {LEADERSHIP, Spring 1993, p.
24).
Let not the Brethren in Christ be
guilty of "fiddling while Rome burns."
Rather, let us focus on the issues
which matter most to Jesus, the salvation of people like "Nicodemus," the
"Samaritan woman" of our society, the
"lost son or daughter."
•

The Brethren in Christ must proceed aggressively to fulfill the mission
of making disciples. To expend our
energies, personnel and finances on
lesser things is to miss the purpose of
Christ's coming into the world. By
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Stories such as Nicodemus (John
3), the Samaritan woman (John 4),
Zacchaeus (Luke 19), and the lost
sheep, coin, and son (Luke 15)
dynamically witness to the focused
and overriding concern of our Savior. The ultimate expression of
Christ's passion for the lost was evidenced as he wept over Jerusalem and
then gave up his own life for our salvation.
Knowing his mission, Jesus was
able to focus his energies. As a preteen his discussions with the religious
leaders were more than an academic
or philosophical interchange, for he
said to his parents, "Why were you
searching for me? Didn't you know I
had to be in my Father's house?"
(Luke 2:49). "For the Son of Man
came to seek and to save what was
lost" (Luke 19:10) summarizes his
priority. By words and actions he discipled his followers to model his
focus. The sending out of the 12 and
the 70, and his teaching sessions on
issues like prayer and commitment
prepared and motivated the disciples
to be involved in evangelism and discipleship. Even the casual reader of
the Gospels is overwhelmed with
Christ's sense of direction and purpose.
It was this single-mindedness that
enabled the early Christians to turn
the world upside down (Acts 17:6:
"These men who have caused trouble all over the world"). What a beautiful goal for today's church! The
Apostle Paul's "one thing I do" (Phil.
3:13) focus would be a major step in
turning today's world right side up.
For the past two years the priorities
of the Brethren in Christ Church have
been evangelism and discipleship.
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Prayer, planning, energy and funding
have been directed toward leading
people into a new life in Christ and to
assisting them in growth. A small
reflection of this emphasis can be
shared best by a few stories of people
whose lives are being changed and of
those who are instruments of transforming grace.
Walter Kelly first met George at
Tim Horton's Donut Shop—where
much of Walter's evangelism occurs.
As a result of this daily "coffee evangelism," George began attending
church. Finally, his wife Gladys, who
had been a churchgoer many years
previously, began to accompany her
husband. One day over lunch they
made a commitment to the Lord and
on Easter Sunday 1992 both made a
public profession of faith by responding to the invitation at the end of the
morning service. One year later a further step of commitment was made
when they joined the Bridlewood
Brethren in Christ Church.
At Summit View the teens intentionally built friendships in the local
high school through social contacts
and involvement in sports and a
drama group with the express purpose
of winning their peers to Christ. This
enabled them to bring some of them
into the congregation. One of these
was Jamie, a 10th grader from a nonChristian background. One Sunday
after service, as a senior high effectively explained the way of salvation,
Jamie accepted the Lord. In turn, she
has become an eager witness, engagingly sharing her conversion experience with her network of pre-Christian friends.
At the Southeast Regional Conference, Rene Perez, pastor of Cristo
Vive congregation (attendance 300),
inspired the Friday evening rally with
a dynamic message (in Spanish).
"Hundreds are turning to the Lord
We have a problem—so many are
coming to church we have no place to
put the people
We have declared
war on the enemy. . . . We have de-

clared south Florida for the Lord to
raise the Brethren in Christ flag for
the Lord there."
Eduardo Llanes, the "coach" of
this Hispanic thrust, assists the six
growing churches and the two new
church plantings by meeting monthly
with the pastors. This provides an
opportunity to discuss concerns, to
manage the rapidly growing congregations, expand the vision of what
God wants to do in south Florida, and
support each other in prayer.
Denise, a member of the Ontario
church, met Destiny as they walked
their children to school. A growing
friendship led to Bible studies and the
conversion of Destiny during a small
group Bible study session. This began
a chain reaction as Destiny prayed
daily for her family. Eventually her
husband joined the basketball team
of the Ontario church and soon came
to know the Lord. Then her mother,
Shirley, who as a young child was
turned off by the church, along with
her sons, Kevin and Ryan, one by one
experienced the miracle of redemption as they observed the transformation occurring in the lives of immediate family. Three months after becoming a Christian, Shirley wrote in her
Bible, "Ours will be a family of God,
loving God and doing God's will."
"People are expected to train to
witness and actually talk about Jesus
in their normal work and social contacts with people." Carl Shank, former associate pastor at Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church, was responding
to, "Why is this congregation experiencing so many conversions?" A real
desire to reach out, nurturing an atmocontinued on page 29
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come to an end. From my limited perspective, all conOW DO—HOW CAN—PARENTS RESPOND to a child who
has rebelled against everything the parents have cerned have survived the transitions rather gracefully dursought to teach and model in their home? That question ing these past six years. Time will tell how well Mom and
repeatedly has come to mind over the years as I have pro- Dad do with this most recent development. (The children?
jected Visitor themes. It is a painful question, one which They will do fine!)
many readers will understand from personal experience.
FOLLOW-UP ON "WAS AGNES AT WACO?" In the June
We're not talking about the relatively minor differeditorial, I wrote about my cousin Agnes, who years
ences of opinion which emerge as adolescents establish
their own identity and value system, but rather a funda- ago broke off all contact with her parents at the urging of
a religious leader she and her husband Harold were folmental rejection of basic Christian values, adopting a
destructive lifestyle, or joining a non-Christian religious lowing. The break was so complete that even though she
was still living in Des Moines, she refused to attend her
cult.
mother's funeral. She would not speak to her brother or sisTwo articles in this issue touch on this subject. On
page 6, Barbara Day tells of having to cope with a daugh- ters if they happened to meet in a store or on the street.
Shortly after the June issue was published, I learned
ter who "before reaching her 20th birthday . . . had accumulated a history of rebellion, alcohol, drugs, sex, health that Agnes and Harold recently left that religious group, are
problems, a broken six-month marriage, and a newly- becoming active in a local congregation, and have re-estabformed, live-in relationship with a man 16 years her lished contact with the family. As you can imagine, family members are elated.
senior."
The family's joy is not complete, however. Agnes and
Meanwhile, a bright college student, quitting school
Harold's
children remain with the group and have now
weeks before the end of his sophomore year, squandering
broken
off
contact with their parents. "Now I understand
the remainder of his college fund on drugs—this is the sitthe
agony
I
put my mother through," Agnes told one of her
uation depicted in "When my son comes home," a biblical
sisters.
We
continue
to hope that the children will soon folstory in a modern motif told by Kenneth Gibble, beginning
low
Agnes'
lead
and
return to the church and the family.
on page 4.
G
HOICES THAT CHILDREN MAKE as they leave home—
this continues to be a matter of considerable personal
interest in our household as Linda and I are about to move Received in the morning's mail: the announcement that
into a new stage of life: the empty nest. The process began
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) will open a coordinatsix years ago as David left home to begin his studies at
ing center for its Midwest flood response in a former
Messiah College. In a few days our youngest, Susan, will
regional hospital in Hannibal, Missouri. Persons wanting to
move into Hess dorm at Messiah, joining her brothers volunteer for less than two months of flood relief work
Douglas (a junior at Purdue University) and David (in
should contact the office at (314) 248-1717. Office staff
graduate studies at Purdue) in the challenging environ- will be able to tell volunteers when and where their enerment of higher education.
gies and skills can best be utilized. MDS expects to be
Our love and prayers for our children will continue, but working at six to eight locations throughout Iowa, Illinois,
the days of direct influence in their lives essentially have and Missouri at least through the fall months.
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My work
OGod,
I thank you for work to do,
for the privilege of accomplishment.
When the struggle seems severe,
the daily drive seems difficult,
show me again the worth of work
and the joy of doing something worthwhile.
May my work become worship.

x

Teach me to turn work
into a service of prayerful praise.
Give the element of greatness
to ordinary tasks
and give the luster of love
to common daily duties.
Amen.
John M. Drescher
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